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Core Skills Analysis

Science - Biology

Learned specific anatomical features of fish, such as fins, gills, scales, and internal organs,
through reading and hands-on model assembly.
Developed understanding of fish physiology by linking structure to function—for example, how
gills facilitate respiration.
Gained practical experience identifying real fish parts through dissection, reinforcing textbook
knowledge with tactile exploration.
Enhanced observational skills and scientific terminology vocabulary by naming and describing
various fish organs and their roles.

Tips

To deepen Karina's understanding of fish biology, encourage her to compare fish anatomy with other
aquatic animals or terrestrial animals to see adaptations for different environments. Incorporating
drawing exercises where she sketches the fish anatomy could build observation and retention.
Planning a nature walk to observe fish in a local pond or aquarium would connect classroom learning
to real-world ecosystems and fish behavior. Additionally, exploring the life cycle and habitat needs of
fish through multimedia resources can broaden her ecological perspective.

Book Recommendations

Fish Anatomy for Kids by Carolyn Waldeck: A colorful, simple book introducing young readers
to the parts of a fish and how they work.
The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor by Joanna Cole: A fun exploration of underwater
ecosystems with a focus on creatures including fish and their environments.
Exploring Fish: An Underwater Adventure by Sally Morgan: A beginner's guide to fish species,
anatomy, and physiology designed to engage young scientists.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1: Refer to details and examples when explaining what the text says
explicitly about fish anatomy.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3: Explain events, procedures, or concepts from the fish anatomy
reading.
NGSS 4-LS1-1: Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external
structures that function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction.
NGSS 3-LS4-3: Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some
organisms can survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all (fish
adaptations related).

Try This Next

Create a labeling worksheet where Karina can match fish parts to their functions.
Design a quiz with questions such as 'What part of the fish helps it breathe underwater?' or
'Name two functions of fins.'
Draw and color a fish skeleton and label the bones and organs.
Conduct a simple experiment comparing the movement of fish models with varied fin sizes.

Growth Beyond Academics

Karina's engagement with both textbook material and real fish dissection likely fostered curiosity
and hands-on confidence. Successfully assembling the model and identifying real structures could
boost her sense of independence and observational skills. Any challenges during dissection may also
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have encouraged patience and attention to detail.


