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Core Skills Analysis

Reading Comprehension

Charlotte practiced decoding and fluency by reading the graphic novel 'DogMan: Mothering
Heights,' enhancing both word recognition and smoothness of reading.
She improved her ability to follow sequences of events within a text, as graphic novels often
require interpreting both visual and written information in a coherent narrative.
The activity likely enhanced Charlotte's skills in identifying characters, settings, and plot
development through a combination of text and illustrations.
She engaged in inferring meaning from pictures, helping develop an understanding of context
and non-verbal storytelling cues alongside words.

Literature Appreciation

Charlotte became familiar with a popular children's graphic novel series, fostering an early
love for books and serial storytelling.
She potentially explored themes of friendship, adventure, and humor, as these are common in
the 'DogMan' series, helping her relate story elements to personal experiences.
The comic book format might have encouraged an enjoyment of visual storytelling, which
supports a multisensory approach to literary engagement.
Charlotte gained exposure to character dialogue and how humor and expression are conveyed
through text and illustration combined.

Tips

Tips: To deepen Charlotte's understanding and enjoyment of reading graphic novels like 'DogMan:
Mothering Heights,' consider encouraging her to retell the story in her own words, focusing on the
sequence of events and favorite moments. You might introduce creative writing prompts asking her
to imagine a new adventure for the characters or design her own comic strip, blending art with
storytelling to reinforce narrative skills. Additionally, discuss themes or character emotions together
to build inferencing and empathy. Visiting a local library or bookstore to explore more graphic novels
can expand her exposure and enthusiasm.

Book Recommendations

Dog Man by Dav Pilkey: The first book in the Dog Man series introduces readers to a fun and
heroic half-dog, half-man cop who embarks on humorous adventures combining action and
friendship.
Captain Underpants by Dav Pilkey: Another entertaining series from Dav Pilkey featuring
imaginative storytelling and humorous characters, great for reluctant and young readers alike.
Babymouse: Queen of the World! by Jennifer L. Holm and Matthew Holm: A graphic novel
series starring a lovable mouse navigating school life with humor and heart, perfect for fans of
'DogMan' looking to explore similar formats.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1 - Ask and answer questions such as who, what, where, when, why,
and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3 - Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and
challenges.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7 - Use information gained from illustrations and words in a print or
digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension.
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Try This Next

Create a character diary where Charlotte writes daily entries from the perspective of DogMan
or another character.
Design a comic strip page that continues the storyline or shows a scene from a different
character’s viewpoint.

Growth Beyond Academics

Reading a graphic novel like 'DogMan: Mothering Heights' encourages Charlotte’s independent
reading confidence and engages her curiosity with humor and action. The blend of text and images
can support focus and sustained interest, while relating to characters helps her develop empathy
and emotional connection with stories.


