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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Learned about different beneficial insects by identifying which insects would use the bug hotel.

¢ Understood the concept of habitats and how insects need specific environments for shelter and
survival.

¢ Recognized the role of beneficial insects in ecosystems, such as pollination and pest control.

¢ Gained practical knowledge on how human actions, like building bug hotels, can support
biodiversity.

Tips

To deepen understanding, encourage observing the bug hotels over time to record which insects
visit or take shelter, fostering skills in systematic observation and data collection. Experiment by
creating bug hotels with varied materials and locations to discover preferences of different insects,
linking to adaptation and environmental science. Integrate lessons on food chains by discussing how
beneficial insects fit into larger ecosystems. Consider combining art and science by drawing or
crafting detailed representations of the insects found and their habitats to engage different learning
styles.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Bug Hotel by Kate O'Hara: A beautifully illustrated story that explains the importance of
insect homes and how kids can create their own bug hotels.

¢ National Geographic Kids: Creepy Crawly Collection by National Geographic Kids: This book
provides fun facts and vivid photos about beneficial insects and their role in nature.

e Bugs: A Peek-Through Picture Book by Sophie Blackall: An interactive book with flaps that
reveals interesting facts about bugs and their living environments.

Learning Standards

¢ NGSS 3-LS4-3: Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some
organisms can survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all.

¢ NGSS 3-LS4-4: Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when the
environment changes and the types of plants and animals that live there may change.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3: Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

Try This Next

¢ Create a labeled diagram worksheet of the bug hotel detailing each section’s purpose for
different insect species.

¢ Develop a quiz with questions about the types of insects that use bug hotels and their benefits
to the environment.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered a sense of responsibility and care for living creatures, boosting empathy
and patience as the student awaits insect visitors. It may have encouraged curiosity and a hands-on
approach to learning, supporting independent exploration and confidence in environmental
stewardship.
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