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Core Skills Analysis
STEM and Design Thinking

¢ Emmett learned spatial awareness by planning and constructing a functional bathroom layout
within the Minecraft environment.

¢ They applied basic design principles to ensure the bathroom included necessary fixtures and
was logically arranged.

e Emmett likely engaged in problem-solving to figure out how to incorporate plumbing-like
features using Minecraft mechanics.

e The activity fostered an understanding of structural building techniques and resource
management within a virtual simulation.

Life Skills and Practical Knowledge

¢ Emmett reinforced their understanding of everyday living spaces and the purpose of various
bathroom components.

¢ They practiced sequencing steps to complete a multi-part project, from initial concept to
finished structure.

¢ The activity helped Emmett appreciate the importance of hygiene and sanitation within a
household context.

e They had the opportunity to creatively express their individuality in a real-world applicable
scenario.

Tips

To deepen Emmett's understanding of the intersection between design, function, and daily life,
encourage them to sketch their bathroom plans on paper before building. This connects spatial
reasoning with artistic expression. Introduce concepts like plumbing or water flow by exploring basic
science videos or simple home experiments, such as water filtration. Another extension is to build
other rooms or entire houses in Minecraft, focusing on how spaces serve different needs, expanding
their architectural knowledge. Lastly, discuss environmental awareness by brainstorming ways to
conserve water or use eco-friendly materials in their digital builds.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires: A story about creativity, perseverance, and
inventing, perfect for inspiring young builders and designers.

¢ Minecraft: Guide to Building by Minecraft Press: An official guide that helps kids understand
building techniques and ideas for creating structures in Minecraft.

e How We Use Water by Christine Srubas: A child-friendly introduction to why water is vital and
how households use it, tying into bathroom activities.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.4.MD.A: Apply concepts of measurement and spatial reasoning in virtual
design.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences (linked to
creative storytelling about the bathroom use).

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1: Engage effectively in collaborative discussions about planning and
design decisions.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet for Emmett to label different bathroom fixtures and describe their uses.
¢ Challenge Emmett to write a short story about a day in the life of someone using their
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Minecraft bathroom, emphasizing routines and hygiene habits.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely enhanced Emmett's sense of independence and confidence as they controlled the
design and execution of a meaningful personal project. It reveals curiosity and a willingness to

experiment with digital tools, while completing a project from start to finish supports focus and
perseverance.
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