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Core Skills Analysis
Game-Based Strategy and Critical Thinking

¢ Learns to strategize by placing and upgrading monkey towers to effectively intercept Bloons,
developing planning and resource management skills.

¢ Applies problem-solving abilities to adapt tower choices and upgrades in response to
increasingly difficult Bloon types and wave challenges.

¢ Engages in collaborative play which promotes communication, teamwork, and joint decision-
making in game strategy.

¢ Understands in-game economy by collecting and spending currency strategically to upgrade
defenses and maximize effectiveness.

Creative Arts and Design

¢ Develops artistic skills by drawing personalized monkey characters incorporating self-identity
and interests.

e Explores creativity and design thinking by cutting and recombining printed monkey images to
invent new hybrid characters.

¢ Engages in iterative creative processes over weeks, demonstrating perseverance and
refinement of ideas.

e Expresses storytelling and character development through original drawings linked to unique
powers and upgrades.

Language and Logical Reasoning

¢ Enhances questioning and deductive reasoning skills through playing 20 Questions focused on
character attributes and abilities.

e Exercises categorization and classification by eliminating options based on descriptive and
functional clues during guess-who style gameplay.

¢ Practices conversational skills and logical sequencing in forming effective questions and
interpreting answers.

e Uses comparative analysis to distinguish between similar characters or features, sharpening
attention to detail.

Tips

Encourage extended exploration of strategy games by incorporating discussions on why certain
upgrades or placements work best, fostering deeper critical thinking. Support ongoing creative
expression by inviting the child to write short stories or comics about their original monkey
characters, further developing narrative skills. Introduce more complex logic games or puzzles that
build on the questioning techniques learned, such as riddles or code-breaking challenges.
Additionally, consider collaborative projects where the child can teach or co-design new game levels
or characters, nurturing leadership and cooperative skills alongside creativity.

Book Recommendations

e The Art of Game Design: A Book of Lenses (Expanded Edition) by Jesse Schell: An accessible
guide that explores game design principles to inspire creativity and strategic thinking, suitable
for young enthusiasts interested in games.

e The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds: A charming picture book encouraging children to explore their
creativity and express themselves through art with confidence.

¢ Logical Thinking Puzzles for Kids by Mikayla Tabone: A collection of puzzles and games
designed to enhance critical thinking, deduction, and reasoning skills in children.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Art+of+Game+Design%3A+A+Book+of+Lenses+%28Expanded+Edition%29
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Dot
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Logical+Thinking+Puzzles+for+Kids
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them - applied in
planning game strategies and adjustments.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K-5.1: Participate in collaborative conversations - evident in
cooperative gameplay and discussions.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3: Describe characters in a story and explain their actions - linked to
creating and narrating custom monkey characters.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.4: Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant details - reflected in storytelling through drawings and character development.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet where the child maps out tower placements and explains their strategic
choices for each game level.

¢ Design a drawing prompt to invent new hybrid monkey characters, specifying their abilities
and backstories.

¢ Develop a quiz game using properties of different Bloon types and monkey towers to reinforce
game knowledge.

e Set up a 20 Questions tournament with friends or family focusing on various game characters
to sharpen questioning skills.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity reflects growing independence, persistence in creative pursuits, and cooperative play
development. The child's enjoyment of collaborative gameplay and trading shows social
engagement, while his continuous reinvention of characters indicates strong curiosity and
confidence in self-expression. The reasoning games with his brother promote healthy sibling
interaction and patience through turn-taking.
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