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Core Skills Analysis
Critical Thinking and Social Reasoning

¢ The game enhances deductive reasoning skills as the player must analyze clues and behaviors
to identify the impostor.

¢ Players practice logical inference and hypothesis testing under uncertainty, weighing evidence
from multiple sources.

¢ The activity encourages perspective-taking by interpreting other players' actions and
intentions.

¢ Players develop skills in persuasion and argumentation during discussion phases, presenting
evidence to support their claims.

Communication and Collaboration

¢ The game requires clear and strategic verbal communication to share information and build
consensus among crewmates.

¢ Players navigate group dynamics, learning how to negotiate, listen actively, and manage
conflicts.

e |t fosters teamwork by encouraging players to coordinate tasks while remaining vigilant for
impostor activity.

¢ Players experience social cues interpretation and emotional intelligence to identify deception
or sincerity.

Tips

To deepen understanding gained from playing 'Among Us,' encourage students to engage in
reflective discussions about the social and cognitive strategies used during gameplay. Create role-
playing exercises where students simulate scenarios requiring accusation and defense to practice
persuasive speaking and ethical considerations. Explore the psychological aspects of deception and
trust through targeted readings, and incorporate writing prompts where students recount their
experiences and analyze decision-making processes. Using real-life problem-solving tasks involving
collaboration will help solidify these critical social-emotional skills in various contexts.

Book Recommendations

e The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin: A mystery novel that challenges readers to use deductive
reasoning to solve the puzzle of a millionaire's will.

e Wonder by R.J. Palacio: A touching story emphasizing empathy, kindness, and understanding
others' perspectives.

e Spy School by Stuart Gibbs: A humorous adventure about a young spy learning deception,
observation, and critical thinking skills.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with
diverse partners on grade 8 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their
own clearly.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.3: Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the
soundness of the reasoning and relevance of evidence.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.8: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant
evidence.
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Try This Next

¢ Design a worksheet where students chart evidence and reasoning used to identify the
impostor after each game round.

¢ Create a writing prompt asking students to narrate a game experience focusing on decision-
making and teamwork challenges.

Growth Beyond Academics

Participation in this activity likely fosters improved social awareness, patience, and persistence.
Navigating accusations and trust-building can boost confidence and emotional regulation, while
strategizing under pressure encourages focus and resilience.
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