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Core Skills Analysis

Literature and Mythology

Engaged deeply with Homer’s Odyssey by exploring its musical adaptation, which aids in
understanding classical literature through a modern, relatable medium.
Developed comprehension of mythological themes and narrative structure by researching the
original poem and its characters, especially focusing on Odysseus’ journey.
Enhanced analytical skills by comparing the original epic to its musical interpretation, noting
how storytelling techniques differ across mediums.
Cultivated appreciation for the cultural and historical significance of ancient myths and their
continued relevance in contemporary art.

Performing Arts and Music

Practiced active listening and vocal skills through singing along with the musical lyrics,
improving memory retention and vocal expression.
Investigated the creative process by researching Jorge Rivera-Herrans and the voice artists,
gaining insight into musical production and artistic collaboration.
Developed an understanding of how music can interpret and convey complex narratives and
emotional layers inherent in epic poetry.
Experienced how performing arts can be a powerful tool for storytelling and cultural
preservation.

Visual Arts and Media Studies

Explored diverse animation styles through fan art videos, enhancing visual literacy and critical
evaluation skills of various artistic techniques.
Understood the relationship between visual media and narrative storytelling, observing how
animation complements musical and literary elements.
Appreciated community creativity and fan culture, recognizing how individual contributions
enrich shared stories.
Considered the impact of independent creators and multimedia collaborations in bringing
ancient stories to modern audiences.

Tips

To deepen Oli’s understanding and appreciation, consider integrating creative projects such as
composing their own short musical or soundtrack inspired by mythical stories to experience
storytelling from a creator’s perspective. Encourage comparative studies by reading different
versions or translations of the Odyssey and discussing changes in narrative or themes. To expand
film and animation literacy, Oli could create storyboards or simple animations illustrating selected
scenes, building skills in visual narrative construction. Facilitating virtual or in-person discussions
with other fans or creators can further inspire and develop their critical thinking and collaborative
engagement in arts and humanities.

Book Recommendations

The Odyssey by Robert Fagles (Translator): A modern, accessible translation of Homer’s epic
poem that captures the heroism, adventure, and depth of the original text.
The Musical Storyteller: How to Create Songs That Tell Stories by Sean Altman: A guide that
explores songwriting techniques to tell narrative-driven music, perfect for understanding
musical adaptations of literature.
Animation Art: From Pencil to Pixel by Bryn Barnard: An insightful look into the history and
techniques of animation, helping to appreciate and analyze different animation styles and
processes.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Odyssey
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Musical+Storyteller%3A+How+to+Create+Songs+That+Tell+Stories
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Animation+Art%3A+From+Pencil+to+Pixel
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Learning Standards

GCSE English Literature: Analyzing classical texts and adaptations (A05, A07)
GCSE Music: Understanding how music conveys narrative and emotion (MU2, MU3)
A Level English Literature: Critical comparison of texts and media adaptations (ENG4)
A Level Media Studies: Evaluating animation techniques and media production (MS2, MS3)

Try This Next

Create a lyric annotation worksheet where Oli identifies key themes, metaphors, and story
developments found in selected songs from the musical.
Design a mini-project to produce a short animated scene or illustrated storyboard inspired by a
part of the Odyssey, integrating their favorite animation style from the fan art videos.

Growth Beyond Academics

Oli’s engagement with diverse creative mediums showcases curiosity and a growing appreciation for
independent artists, likely fostering a sense of inspiration and creative confidence. The research and
evaluation components imply strong focus and critical thinking, while connecting emotionally to
stories of resilience in the Odyssey may enhance empathy and personal reflection.


