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Core Skills Analysis

Literature and Storytelling

Identified key elements of the movie's plot, such as the hero's journey and conflict resolution.
Recognized character traits and motivations of primary characters like Mario and Luigi.

Noticed storytelling techniques such as setting, climax, and resolution within the film narrative.
Gained familiarity with adapting video game stories into a cinematic format.

Visual Arts and Media Literacy

¢ Observed animation and special effects used to bring video game characters to life.

¢ Understood how music and sound effects enhance the mood and storytelling.

e Recognized color, costume, and set design choices that establish different worlds and
characters.

¢ Developed the ability to compare visual differences between video games and their movie
adaptations.

Social Skills and Cooperation

¢ Discussed teamwork and friendship themes demonstrated by Mario and Luigi.
Understood the importance of helping others and persistence in overcoming challenges.
Reflected on the value of collaboration in achieving goals within the story context.
Practiced sharing opinions and listening to others' perspectives regarding the movie.

Tips

To further expand on the learning from watching the Super Mario Brothers movie, encourage your
child to retell the story in their own words, focusing on the sequence of events to enhance
comprehension and storytelling skills. Use creative arts, such as drawing their favorite scenes or
characters, to deepen visual and imaginative engagement. Discuss the moral lessons and themes
like friendship, courage, and teamwork, then role-play scenarios that highlight these values.
Additionally, explore the original video games together to compare narrative and visual differences,
fostering critical thinking about media adaptations and storytelling across formats.

Book Recommendations

e Super Mario Adventures by Kentaro Takekuma and Charlie Nozawa: A comic adaptation that
dives into the adventures of Mario and Luigi, perfect for kids interested in the characters and
their stories.

e The Super Mario Encyclopedia: Updated and Expanded Edition by Nintendo: An illustrated
guide to the Super Mario universe, offering rich details about characters, power-ups, and
worlds.

e Where’'s Mario? Where’s Luigi? by Rebecca Averbach: An engaging seek-and-find book that
helps develop attention to detail and observational skills through searching for Mario
characters.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3 - Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and
challenges.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.5 - Recognize common types of story structures.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about grade 2 topics and texts.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7 - Use information gained from illustrations and words to
demonstrate understanding of characters, setting, or plot.
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Try This Next

e Create a 'Super Mario' storyboard illustrating the main plot points from the movie.
¢ Write a short character diary entry from Mario's or Luigi's perspective about their adventure.
¢ Design your own video game level inspired by the movie using drawing or simple coding tools.

Growth Beyond Academics

Watching the movie likely fostered curiosity and imagination, while themes of friendship and
teamwork offered a chance to reflect on social cooperation and empathy. The activity can boost

confidence through discussion and creative expression, supporting both emotional and social
growth.
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