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Core Skills Analysis

History

Learned about the challenges and decisions faced by 19th-century pioneers traveling the
Oregon Trail.
Understood basic cause-and-effect relationships in historical travel and migration scenarios.
Gained insight into daily life factors such as resource management, health risks, and
environmental conditions relevant to westward expansion.
Explored the broader context of American history, including themes of exploration, survival,
and settlement.

Critical Thinking and Decision-Making

Practiced strategic thinking by weighing options to overcome obstacles on the trail.
Developed problem-solving skills through managing limited resources effectively.
Learned to anticipate consequences of choices in a simulated environment.
Enhanced the ability to plan ahead while adapting to unpredictable events.

Tips

To deepen the understanding gained from the Oregon Trail card game, consider having the child
research real historical accounts presented during the game and write a journal entry from the
perspective of a pioneer. Additionally, mapping out the actual Oregon Trail route and identifying
landmarks can help connect the game to real geography. Organizing a family or group discussion
comparing the game scenarios to modern-day travel challenges could foster empathy and
perspective-taking. Finally, integrating timeline activities to place the Oregon Trail within a wider
historical context supports a comprehensive picture of the era.

Book Recommendations

Over the Prairie: The Oregon Trail by Gloria Whelan: A historical fiction that captures the
experiences of a young girl traveling west on the Oregon Trail.
Westward Expansion: The Great Oregon Trail by Theresa Greenaway: An informative nonfiction
overview detailing the expedition and challenges of traveling the Oregon Trail.
The Oregon Trail: An Interactive History Adventure by Kate Messner: An interactive and
engaging journey through the history of the Oregon Trail with activities and stories.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.3: Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text to determine
causality.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.6.SP.B.4: Display numerical data in plots on a number line, including dot
plots, histograms, and box plots (related to resource management and probability events in
game).

Try This Next

Create a timeline worksheet where the student orders key events from the Oregon Trail
journey.
Develop a 'Resource Management' quiz focused on choices made during the card game and
their outcomes.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Over+the+Prairie%3A+The+Oregon+Trail
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Westward+Expansion%3A+The+Great+Oregon+Trail
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Oregon+Trail%3A+An+Interactive+History+Adventure
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Growth Beyond Academics

Playing the game likely fostered resilience and patience as the student faced setbacks or challenging
decisions. The necessity to plan and adapt may have enhanced confidence and independence, while
also encouraging thoughtful reflection about historical hardships.


