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Core Skills Analysis

History

The student learned to compare technological advances by identifying products that existed in the
1920s versus modern times.
They developed an understanding of historical timelines through recognizing what inventions or
machines were absent in the past.
They practiced critical thinking by analyzing the evolution of daily life and technology across a
century.
The activity helped the student appreciate the impact of industrial growth and innovation on
society.

Technology and Engineering

The student explored the concept of machinery development by examining a specific type of
machine referred to as a 'wading machine.'
They engaged in recognizing design and functionality differences between older and newer
products.
They began to understand how engineering solutions evolve to meet changing needs or
environments over time.
The activity fostered questioning about technological advancement and product invention
chronology.

Tips

To deepen the student's understanding, encourage them to create a simple timeline that plots major
inventions from the 1920s to today, including the wading machine and other examples. Facilitate a
hands-on project where the child sketches or builds a model of a 1920s-era product alongside its
modern equivalent, promoting comparative analysis. Use multimedia resources like videos or virtual
museum tours showcasing historical machinery to contextualize the era's technology. You can also
organize a family interview with older generations to discuss everyday life and tools from their youth,
fostering personal connections to history and technological change.

Book Recommendations

The Way Things Work Now by David Macaulay: An engaging illustrated guide explaining the
mechanics of everyday machines and how inventions have evolved over time.
If You Lived in the 1920s by Elaine Landau: A kid-friendly introduction to life in the 1920s, covering
technology, culture, and daily experiences.
Inventors and Inventions by Inez Beverly Prosser: This book highlights important inventors and the
inventions that shaped modern life, encouraging curiosity about innovation.

Learning Standards

History: Understand changes in Britain from the 1920s to present day (Key Stage 2 History - UK
National Curriculum Ref: 2H1, 2H2)
Design and Technology: Understand how products have evolved over time and apply knowledge
to design tasks (Key Stage 2 Design and Technology - D/T1, D/T2)
Science and Technology: Develop understanding of mechanisms and machines (Key Stage 2
Science - KS2Sc4)
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Try This Next

Create a side-by-side comparison chart listing features of 1920s machines versus today's
machines.
Draw or build a simple model of a wading machine as it might have appeared in the 1920s using
recycled materials.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered the child's curiosity and observational skills, promoting patience as they
identified differences across eras. It also may have sparked a sense of wonder or appreciation for
human creativity and progress, encouraging perseverance when grappling with unfamiliar historical
concepts.


