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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Picked up foundational knowledge about early human civilizations and the development of
societies as presented in the narrative style of the book.

¢ Enhanced understanding of key historical events and figures, exploring the interconnectedness
of cultures through storytelling.

¢ Developed chronological thinking by following the sequence of historical periods covered in the
volume.

e Started to identify cause-and-effect relationships within historical contexts, improving history
comprehension skills.

Literacy

¢ Practiced reading comprehension through engaging with a well-structured historical text aimed
at young learners.

¢ Improved vocabulary acquisition pertinent to history, including terms related to ancient
cultures and geography.

¢ Developed listening and critical thinking skills when discussing the stories and asking
questions about the content.

e Explored narrative techniques, such as storytelling used to make history accessible and
memorable.

Tips

To deepen Pickle's engagement with history and literacy through this activity, consider creating
timeline projects where they visually map out major events from Story of the World volume 1. This
hands-on approach fosters deeper chronological understanding and retention. Encourage Pickle to
write their own short stories or diary entries from the perspective of historical figures they learn
about, enhancing empathy and creative writing skills. Additionally, integrate map activities where
Pickle labels ancient civilizations and trade routes to connect geography with historical narratives.
Hosting family or peer discussions about the causes and effects of events in the stories can also
build critical thinking and conversational skills.

Book Recommendations

e The Story of the World: History for the Classical Child, Volume 1 by Susan Wise Bauer: A
narrative history book for children that explores ancient civilizations and early history through
engaging storytelling.

e Magic Tree House Fact Tracker: Ancient Egypt and the Pyramid of Giza by Mary Pope Osborne:
A companion to the Magic Tree House series that provides nonfiction facts to complement
historical fiction reading.

¢ If You Lived At The Time of the Great Pyramid by Ellen Levine: A child-friendly glimpse into
daily life during ancient Egyptian times, perfect for expanding historical context.

Learning Standards

¢ History KS2 - Understand chronology and key events from non-British history (NC KS2 History
2a, 2b)

History KS2 - Develop knowledge of ancient civilizations and their impact (NC KS2 History 2d)
English KS2 - Read and comprehend texts independently, using subject-specific vocabulary (NC
KS2 English Reading 2a, 2d)

English KS2 - Develop narrative skills through reading and writing (NC KS2 English Writing 3a)
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Try This Next

¢ Create a personal history timeline worksheet where Pickle can place major events and figures
learned from the book.

e Design a drawing prompt to sketch scenes or historical figures mentioned in the stories,
encouraging visualization.

¢ Prepare quiz questions focusing on key civilizations, dates, and cultural facts covered to
reinforce memory retention.

¢ Write a diary entry or short story imagining life as a child in an ancient civilization featured in
the volume.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely supports Pickle’s curiosity about the past while fostering a sense of exploration
and wonder. The storytelling format can build confidence in processing new information through
narrative, promoting sustained attention and enthusiasm for learning history. Engaging with stories
of different cultures may also nurture empathy and perspective-taking skills.
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