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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Gained an understanding of a significant historical event related to the nuclear energy industry
in the United States.

e Learned about the social, political, and environmental impact of the Three Mile Island nuclear
accident.

¢ Recognized the role government agencies and corporations played during the emergency and
aftermath.

e Observed how media and public perception changed as the series unfolded.

Science

Examined basic principles of nuclear energy production and the potential risks involved.
Understood the technical failures and safety protocol lapses that led to the incident.
Identified concepts related to radiation, nuclear reactors, and containment measures.
Explored the consequences of technological failure on public health and the environment.

Social Studies

Analyzed the social response and community impact resulting from a technological disaster.
Explored government and organizational roles in crisis management and regulation.
Considered the ethical implications surrounding nuclear power and public safety.

Discussed the economic consequences for regions affected by industrial accidents.

English

e Enhanced comprehension skills through following a documentary or dramatized series
narrative.

¢ Improved critical thinking by analyzing the presentation of facts and viewpoints within the
series.

¢ Developed vocabulary related to science, engineering, and public policy themes.

¢ Observed storytelling techniques used in educational and historical media.

Tips

To deepen Riley’s understanding of the Three Mile Island incident, encourage them to research and
create a timeline of nuclear energy milestones before and after the event, which will help put the
series into broader context. Discuss the ethical questions raised by the disaster and invite them to
write a reflective journal entry or debate the pros and cons of nuclear power today. To integrate
science and social studies, propose a project investigating current nuclear safety protocols and how
lessons from Three Mile Island have shaped them. Lastly, encourage Riley to present a summary or
multimedia report that explains the incident’s impact on society, technology, and policy, reinforcing
communication skills and content mastery.

Book Recommendations

e Fukushima: The Story of a Nuclear Disaster by David Lochbaum, Edwin Lyman, Susan Q.
Stranahan: A comprehensive look at another major nuclear incident to compare causes,
effects, and lessons with Three Mile Island.

¢ Nuclear Power Plants: Confronting the Risks by Dan E. Vertin: An accessible guide that explains
the science behind nuclear power and addresses safety and environmental concerns.

¢ Midnight Rider: The True Story of the Greatest Kidnapping Plot in American History by John
Rocco: Though fictional, this book offers insight into suspense and the human element around
high-stakes events, useful for analyzing storytelling.
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3 - Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or
events.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas.

¢ NGSS MS-ESS3-4 - Evaluate or refine a technological solution that reduces impacts of human
activities on natural systems.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4 - Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly.

Try This Next

¢ Create a cause-and-effect chart illustrating the timeline and consequences of the Three Mile
Island incident.

¢ Write a persuasive essay taking a position on nuclear energy safety based on facts from the
video series.

Growth Beyond Academics

Riley likely experienced increased engagement through visual learning and may have developed a
nuanced appreciation of complex technological and ethical issues. This activity supports curiosity
about real-world events and the patience needed to analyze multi-episode series, fostering critical
thinking and sustained attention.
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