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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Learned about the historical event of the Three Mile Island nuclear accident and its significance
in U.S. history.

¢ Analyzed the sequence of events leading up to, during, and after the nuclear incident,
understanding cause and effect.

¢ Explored governmental and societal responses to nuclear energy crises during the late 20th
century.

¢ Gained insight into the impact of technology disasters on public policy and safety regulations.

Science

¢ Developed an understanding of nuclear power as a source of energy and how nuclear reactors
function.

¢ Recognized the scientific challenges and risks associated with nuclear energy production.

¢ Observed the real-world application of scientific principles in crisis management and
emergency response.

¢ Considered the environmental and health implications of nuclear accidents.

Social Studies

¢ Analyzed societal reactions to technological disasters and the role of media in informing the
public.

e Considered the political and social consequences of the Three Mile Island incident at national
and local levels.

¢ Discussed the balance between technological advancement and public safety.

¢ Understood the importance of regulatory agencies and their role in managing public risks.

English

Improved listening comprehension through following documentary-style narrative.

Enhanced critical thinking by interpreting the content and messages within the movie series.
Built vocabulary related to science, technology, and emergency response.

Formed the basis for reflective and analytical writing about real-world events and their
communication.

Tips

To deepen understanding of the Three Mile Island incident, Riley can engage in interdisciplinary
activities such as creating a timeline that visually charts the key events before, during, and after the
accident, connecting scientific concepts with their historical impact. Encouraging Riley to write a
persuasive essay or debate on nuclear energy safety can build critical thinking and argumentation
skills. To contextualize the experience socially, Riley might research and compare other nuclear
incidents or current nuclear policies, fostering global awareness. Finally, integrating creative projects
like designing informative posters or digital presentations about nuclear safety can make the
learning process engaging and memorable.

Book Recommendations

e Three Mile Island: A Nuclear Crisis in Historical Perspective by J. Samuel Walker: A
comprehensive history of the Three Mile Island accident, exploring the scientific, political, and
social aspects.

¢ Introduction to Nuclear Engineering by John R. Lamarsh: An accessible book explaining the
fundamentals of nuclear energy, suitable for high school readers interested in science.
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e The Poisoned City: Flint's Water and the American Urban Tragedy by Anna Clark: Though
focused on a different environmental crisis, this book offers insight into public health, policy
decisions, and community impact, fostering comparative understanding.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or
events.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and
relevant evidence.

e NGSS HS-ESS3-4: Evaluate or refine a technological solution that reduces impacts of human
activities on natural systems.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
media.

Try This Next

¢ Create a detailed event timeline poster documenting the Three Mile Island accident and its
aftermath.

¢ Write a short reflective essay on the risks and benefits of nuclear energy, incorporating facts
from the movie series.

Growth Beyond Academics

Watching a documentary on a serious technological disaster may encourage Riley's curiosity and
critical thinking while fostering empathy for those affected. It likely required focused attention and
could have sparked feelings of concern about safety and the environment, contributing to
developing social awareness and responsibility.
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