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Core Skills Analysis
English Language Arts

¢ Tanya has developed an understanding of correct punctuation usage, recognizing common
errors and how they affect sentence clarity.

¢ She has practiced grammar rules through proofreading exercises, improving her ability to
identify and correct mistakes in written text.

¢ The progression aspect indicates Tanya is likely tracking her improvement over time, fostering
self-awareness of her editing skills.

¢ By engaging with punctuation and grammar proofreading, Tanya has enhanced her attention
to detail and precision in language mechanics.

Tips

To deepen Tanya's mastery of punctuation and grammar, encourage her to read a variety of
texts—fiction, non-fiction, and written dialogue—to observe punctuation in diverse contexts. Provide
writing prompts where she must apply complex punctuation like semicolons, colons, and dashes,
reinforcing usage through creation as well as correction. Introduce peer editing sessions where
Tanya can proofread others’ writing, promoting the skill of constructive critique and reinforcing her
own learning. Additionally, using digital tools with interactive punctuation quizzes can make practice
engaging and track progress effectively.

Book Recommendations

e Eats, Shoots & Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation by Lynne Truss: A witty
and informative guide to understanding the importance of punctuation through humor and
examples.

e Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tips for Better Writing by Mignon Fogarty: An easy-to-
understand resource for grammar rules, common mistakes, and proofreading strategies.

¢ The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation by Jane Straus: A straightforward reference book
with clear explanations and exercises on punctuation and grammar.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing,
speaking, reading, or listening.

Try This Next

e Create a proofreading worksheet with intentionally punctuated sentences for Tanya to correct
and explain her choices.

¢ Develop a quiz that challenges Tanya to identify punctuation errors in short paragraphs and
rewrite them correctly.

Growth Beyond Academics

This proofreading-based activity likely helps Tanya build patience and meticulousness, as
proofreading demands focus and attention to detail. It may also foster a sense of independence and
confidence as she observes her own growth in language skills over time.
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