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Core Skills Analysis

English Language Arts

Tanya learned to identify different types of punctuation marks and understand their specific
roles within a sentence.
She practiced applying punctuation rules to improve sentence clarity and meaning.
Tanya enhanced her grasp of grammatical structure by connecting punctuation usage with
syntactical correctness.
She likely developed editing skills through progressively complex exercises targeting proper
punctuation placement.

Tips

To deepen Tanya's understanding of punctuation and grammar, encourage her to compose her own
short stories or diary entries emphasizing varied punctuation use such as commas, semicolons, and
dashes. Introduce peer review sessions where she can edit her own and classmates’ work for
punctuation accuracy, which reinforces learning through collaboration and critical thinking. Playing
punctuation-focused language games or using digital tools that provide instant feedback can boost
engagement and retention. Finally, exploring how punctuation changes tone or meaning in poetry or
dialogue can broaden her appreciation for its stylistic role in writing.

Book Recommendations

Eats, Shoots & Leaves: Why, Commas Really Do Make a Difference! by Lynne Truss: An
entertaining guide to the importance of punctuation with lively examples and explanations.
Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tips for Better Writing by Mignon Fogarty: Accessible tips that
demystify grammar and punctuation for young learners.
The Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White: A classic primer on English writing
style and grammar including essential punctuation rules.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing with proper sentence structure
and grammar.

Try This Next

Create a punctuation scavenger hunt worksheet where Tanya identifies and categorizes
punctuation marks from magazine articles or book excerpts.
Develop quiz questions that test the correct use of punctuation in different sentence types,
including compound and complex sentences.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered Tanya’s attention to detail and confidence in self-editing; as punctuation
can be challenging, incremental success probably enhanced her perseverance and pride in clear
written communication.
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