Building Skills and Social Confidence: Teaching Minecraft to a Peer / Subject Explorer / LearningCorner.co

Core Skills Analysis
Computing and Digital Literacy

¢ Romi learned how to communicate instructions clearly by teaching someone else how to play
Minecraft, reinforcing his understanding of the game mechanics.

¢ He demonstrated practical knowledge of digital navigation and control within a virtual
environment, enhancing his computer literacy skills.

¢ Romi practiced problem-solving abilities by explaining gameplay strategies and responding to
questions or difficulties the learner encountered.

e He consolidated his understanding of cause and effect in digital interactions, recognizing how
actions in the game influence outcomes.

Social Skills and Communication

¢ By teaching, Romi developed patience and empathy, adapting his explanations to suit another
person’s level of knowledge.

¢ He enhanced his verbal communication skills through describing processes and instructions in
a way that was understandable.

¢ The activity encouraged collaboration and turn-taking, fundamental social competencies.

e Romi practiced leadership and confidence by taking the role of a guide or mentor.

Tips

Encourage Romi to create a step-by-step guide or illustrated map of Minecraft gameplay elements
he finds exciting. This could include crafting recipes or building techniques, which would deepen his
understanding and allow for creative expression. Organize a mini 'Minecraft club' where Romi can
teach peers or siblings different skills, promoting social development. Additionally, explore
storytelling by having Romi narrate adventures or challenges he encounters in the game, linking
digital literacy with literacy skills. Introducing simple coding or game design concepts related to
Minecraft can also extend the learning into computational thinking.

Book Recommendations

¢ Minecraft: Construction Handbook by Minecraft Wiki: A practical guide filled with tips and visual
instructions for building complex structures in Minecraft, perfect for young enthusiasts.

e How to Minecraft by Sean McManus: An engaging guide introducing the basics of Minecraft
gameplay and strategies, suitable for young readers new to the game.

e The Minecraft Adventures of Steve by Various Authors: A series of illustrated stories about
Minecraft characters’ adventures, blending imagination with gameplay elements.

Learning Standards

¢ Computing: Understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs on
digital devices (KS1 Computing 2a)

¢ Computing: Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs (KS1 Computing
2b)

¢ English: Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, and role play (Year 2
Speaking and Listening)

¢ Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Develop confidence to try new activities and say
why they like some activities more than others (UK Early Years Foundation Stage, extended in
Year 2 PSED)

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet where Romi lists Minecraft crafting recipes and explains their uses.
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¢ Develop a quiz comprising simple Minecraft game rules and scenarios to test understanding.

¢ Design a drawing task where Romi sketches his favorite Minecraft build and labels key
features.

¢ Write a short story about an adventure in Minecraft using vocabulary associated with the
game.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity highlights Romi's growing confidence and leadership qualities as he takes on a
mentoring role. It also showcases his patience and empathy when communicating instructions,
fostering social skills like collaboration and adaptability. The process of teaching likely boosts his
self-esteem and motivation to explore digital environments further.
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