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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Learned about the historical significance of Stowe Gardens and its role in British heritage,
exploring the influence of garden design in different historical periods.

¢ Gained insight into the lives and interests of historical figures associated with Stowe Gardens,
connecting personal stories to the physical environment.

¢ Observed how landscape architecture reflected social and cultural values of the times, noting the
integration of art, nature, and politics in garden design.

Geography

¢ Understood the geographical location of Buckinghamshire and how the environment influenced
the development of Stowe Gardens.

¢ Explored the physical features of the gardens, including layout, natural and man-made elements,
and how they interact with the local landscape.

¢ Examined the role of climate and soil conditions on plant life and garden maintenance in
Buckinghamshire.

Art and Design

e Recognised artistic elements present in garden structures, sculptures, and overall landscaping
patterns in Stowe Gardens.

¢ Learned about the principles of design such as balance, symmetry, and perspective used in
garden layout.

¢ Appreciated the aesthetic value and careful planning involved in creating visually appealing and
functional outdoor spaces.

Tips

To deepen understanding of Stowe Gardens, encourage the student to create a timeline highlighting key
historical events linked to the garden's development. They could also map the garden's layout to scale,
integrating geographical and design principles. Visiting similar heritage gardens or virtual tours can
solidify their grasp of garden design and history. Another engaging activity might be designing their own
garden plan using digital tools or drawing, incorporating concepts of symmetry and historical styles they
observed at Stowe.

Book Recommendations

e The Story of Gardens by Margaret Willes: An engaging exploration of famous gardens around the
world, their history, design, and cultural importance, suitable for curious young readers.

¢ A Walk in Buckinghamshire: Exploring Nature and History by Sarah Goodwin: A child-friendly guide
to Buckinghamshire’s landmarks and natural beauty, blending geography and history.

¢ Gardens and Landscape Design: A Kid's Guide by Lily Brown: An introduction to the basics of
garden art and design, with practical activities for children to try at home.

Learning Standards

¢ History KS2: Understand significant aspects of history of the wider world (local history connections
to cultural heritage).

e Geography KS2: Locate places using maps, understand physical geography including land use and
human impact (location and landscape of Stowe).
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e Art & Design KS2: Use drawing and design techniques to produce creative work based on
observation.

Try This Next

¢ Design a garden plan sketch inspired by Stowe Gardens using paper and colored pencils.
¢ Create a quiz with questions about the history, geography, and design features of Stowe Gardens.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely encourages curiosity and appreciation for heritage, fostering a sense of wonder about
natural and human-made beauty. It may also build confidence as the child connects history with sights
and creative expression, supporting independent learning and observation skills.

May 7, 2025 - Page 2 of 2



