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Core Skills Analysis

History

Developed understanding of the Trojan War by organizing key historical events and characters
into written form.
Enhanced comprehension of cause and effect relationships within ancient myths and historical
storytelling.
Practiced distinguishing between mythological and historical elements through essay
construction.
Built skills in summarizing complex narratives succinctly and clearly.

Language Arts

Refined typing skills, improving speed and accuracy through extended writing practice.
Practiced organizing ideas logically to compose a coherent essay structure.
Expanded vocabulary related to ancient history and mythology, integrating subject-specific
terms.
Improved sentence formation and continuity by crafting paragraphs focused on a single theme.

Tips

To deepen understanding, encourage researching different perspectives about the Trojan War, such
as comparing Homer’s Iliad with archaeological findings. Have the student create a timeline of
events to reinforce sequence and causality. Explore creative writing by asking them to write a short
story from the viewpoint of a Trojan character, fostering empathy and narrative skills. Lastly,
incorporate typing games that focus on accuracy and speed to keep typing skills sharp while
maintaining engagement.

Book Recommendations

The Iliad by Homer, retold by Gareth Hinds: A graphic novel adaptation that makes the epic
story of the Trojan War accessible and engaging for young readers.
The Trojan War: A New History by Barry Strauss: A detailed yet approachable exploration of
the historical context and significance of the Trojan War.
Greek Myths for Young Children by Marcia Williams: A delightful introduction to Greek
mythology that includes stories about the Trojan War, tailored for young readers.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
ideas clearly.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.6 - With some guidance, use technology to produce and publish
writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 - Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6 - Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic
and domain-specific words and phrases.

Try This Next

Create a timeline worksheet where the student arranges major Trojan War events in order.
Write a diary entry from the perspective of a Trojan warrior or Helen to explore character
emotions.
Challenge the student with a quiz on key characters and events to reinforce retention.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely promoted sustained focus and patience, as typing an essay requires concentration
and persistence. The student may have felt a sense of accomplishment from organizing historical
information into their own words, boosting confidence in both their typing and comprehension skills.


