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Core Skills Analysis
Literature and Media Literacy

¢ The 9-year-old learned to understand and interpret a story told through a visual medium,
focusing on plot, characters, and themes.

e They explored narrative elements such as the conflict between industrialization and
environmental preservation.

¢ They identified the moral lessons embedded in the story, such as responsibility towards nature
and consequences of human actions.

e The child practiced critical thinking by comparing the story's message with real-world issues of
sustainability and conservation.

Environmental Science

¢ The child learned about environmental concepts such as deforestation, pollution, and the
impact of human activities on ecosystems.

e They were exposed to ideas about the importance of natural resources and the balance of
ecosystems.

¢ The film introduced them to basic ecological ethics, encouraging awareness of protecting the
environment.

e They began to understand cause-and-effect relationships between industrial growth and
environmental degradation.

Tips

After watching 'The Lorax,' encourage the child to engage in discussions about their favorite
characters and what lessons they learned. To deepen environmental awareness, plan a nature walk
to observe local flora and discuss real-life connections with the story’s message. Use creative writing
exercises where the child can imagine an alternate ending or create a new character to protect the
environment. Finally, explore art projects using recycled materials to reinforce sustainability
concepts hands-on.

Book Recommendations

e The Lorax by Dr. Seuss: The original classic picture book that inspired the movie, teaching
about environmental stewardship through whimsical rhymes.

e The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry: A beautifully illustrated story emphasizing the
importance of the rainforest and the animals that depend on it.

e What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting Our Planet by Jess French: An engaging non-
fiction book that introduces children to recycling and how they can help reduce waste.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2 - Recount stories and determine their central message, lesson, or
moral.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 - Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events.

¢ NGSS 3-LS4-4 - Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused by
environmental changes.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions to build
understanding of topics and texts.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet with questions about the characters' choices and their environmental
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impacts.

¢ Design a drawing activity to illustrate a healthy vs. damaged environment inspired by scenes
from the movie.

Growth Beyond Academics

Watching 'The Lorax' likely fostered empathy toward nature and developed the child's sense of
responsibility. It may have sparked curiosity about the environment and the impacts of human
actions, encouraging reflection and moral reasoning.
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