
Exploring Animal Habitats and Conservation at the San Diego Zoo / Subject Explorer / LearningCorner.co

May 8, 2025 - Page 1 of 2

Core Skills Analysis

Science

Brayley learned about animal habitats and how different species adapt to their environments,
such as desert, rainforest, and aquatic zones found at the San Diego Zoo.
The visit provided hands-on experience observing animal behavior, helping Brayley understand
concepts of diet, movement, and social interactions among various species.
She explored biodiversity, recognizing the importance of conserving endangered species and
the zoo's role in conservation efforts.
Brayley gained a basic understanding of classification by seeing a variety of mammals, birds,
reptiles, and amphibians and noting their distinctive physical traits.

Geography

The activity introduced Brayley to global geography by linking animals to their native regions
worldwide represented at the zoo.
She learned to associate climate types with animal adaptations and habitats, such as tropical
animals in warm, humid climates vs. arid desert animals.
The zoo's layout allowed Brayley to practice map reading and spatial awareness, helping her
understand how different ecosystems are organized.
Brayley observed how zoos curate environments mimicking natural habitats, promoting a
practical understanding of environmental geography concepts.

Social Studies

Brayley gained awareness of human impact on wildlife and the environment through zoo
educational displays focused on conservation challenges.
She learned about the value of zoos in global conservation, education, and research within
human society.
The activity provided exposure to cultural and ethical discussions surrounding animal care and
wildlife preservation.
Brayley experienced social norms and expectations during the visit, such as respecting
animals and interacting politely during guided tours or talks.

Tips

To deepen Brayley's understanding of zoology and conservation, consider incorporating creative
projects like building a diorama of a favorite animal's habitat or creating an illustrated animal
factbook. Encourage experiential learning by organizing nature walks or visits to local wildlife centers
to observe animals in more natural settings. To enhance global awareness, use maps and globes
together to locate the countries where zoo animals originate, sparking discussions about climate and
ecosystem diversity. Additionally, engage Brayley in conversations about conservation challenges
and how individuals can contribute, fostering empathy and environmental stewardship.

Book Recommendations

National Geographic Kids Animal Encyclopedia by Lucy Spelman: A colorful, fact-packed
reference book introducing a wide variety of animals, their habitats, and behaviors.
Zoo Scientists to the Rescue by Patricia Newman: An engaging story about how scientists at
zoos work to save endangered species through innovative conservation techniques.
If I Ran the Zoo by Dr. Seuss: A whimsical and imaginative book that encourages creativity and
curiosity about animals and zoo life.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=National+Geographic+Kids+Animal+Encyclopedia
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Zoo+Scientists+to+the+Rescue
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=If+I+Ran+the+Zoo
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Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 - Explain events, procedures, or concepts in a text, such as how
animals adapt to habitats.
NGSS 3-LS4-3 - Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some
organisms can survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences using
descriptive details.
NGSS 4-ESS2-2 - Analyze and interpret data from maps about the distribution of natural
resources and organisms.

Try This Next

Draw a map of the San Diego Zoo showing at least five different animal habitats and the
species found in each.
Write a short story from the perspective of an animal living in one of the zoo habitats,
describing its daily life and challenges.

Growth Beyond Academics

Brayley's visit demonstrates growing curiosity about the natural world and empathy for animals,
fostering a sense of responsibility towards wildlife conservation. The activity likely encouraged focus
during observation and excitement in discovery, while also promoting respectful social behavior in
public settings.


