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Core Skills Analysis

Science & Technology

Learned about the basic mechanics and technology behind police aviation vehicles such as
airplanes, helicopters, and airboats.
Explored how different types of air support vehicles function in various environments—air and
water—highlighting adaptations and engineering design.
Gained understanding of the roles and applications of aviation technology in law enforcement
and emergency response.

Social Studies & Civic Awareness

Observed firsthand how the police department uses air support to enhance public safety and
community service.
Developed insight into government and local law enforcement operations and aviation's role in
supporting crime prevention and rescue missions.
Learned about teamwork and coordination among police officers, pilots, and support crews
working together within the air support unit.

Tips

To deepen Atlanta's learning from the police department air support tour, encourage her to research
and compare how different law enforcement agencies across the country or world use aviation in
their operations. She could create a presentation on aviation technology adaptations for land, air,
and water rescue missions that police support units conduct. Another immersive activity is to
simulate coordinating a search-and-rescue scenario using models or role-play to understand
teamwork and strategic planning in emergency operations. Additionally, discussing the ethical and
safety considerations of police aviation can broaden her civics knowledge.

Book Recommendations

Helicopters at Work by Gail Gibbons: An engaging introduction to how helicopters operate and
their various uses, including law enforcement.
Planes and Helicopters by Alex Frith: A colorful, informative book exploring different aircraft
types and the science behind flight.
Police on Patrol by Pamela Dell: Offers a kid-friendly look at police roles, including specialized
units like air support teams.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3 - Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences using
descriptive details and clear event sequences.
NGSS 3-5-ETS1-1 - Define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that includes
specified criteria for success and constraints on materials, time, or cost.

Try This Next

Create a labeled diagram comparing the airplane, helicopter, and airboat used by police in
terms of parts and functions.
Write a story or journal entry from the perspective of a pilot or officer working in the air
support unit during a mission.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered Atlanta's curiosity about technology and public service, encouraging
focus and engagement. It may also inspire confidence as she connects real-world operations to
classroom concepts, while promoting respect for teamwork and community safety.


