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Core Skills Analysis

Literacy and Language Development

Recognized and followed the narrative sequence of the story 'The Gruffalo,' supporting early
comprehension skills.
Enhanced vocabulary by hearing new words and phrases in context during the story.
Developed listening skills as the child paid attention to the story being narrated or presented
visually.
Experienced the use of rhyme, repetition, and storytelling structure foundational for language
acquisition.

Emotional and Social Understanding

Engaged with characters’ emotions and motives, laying groundwork for empathy development.
Explored themes like bravery and friendship that support social-emotional learning.
Experienced enjoyment and connection through shared storytime, fostering positive social
interaction cues.

Cognitive Development

Built memory skills by recalling story elements and character traits from repeated viewing.
Stimulated imagination and creativity through visual and auditory storytelling elements.
Engaged in early prediction skills by anticipating what might happen next in the narrative.

Tips

To deepen the learning from watching 'The Gruffalo,' parents and educators can encourage the child
to retell parts of the story using puppets or toys, reinforcing narrative understanding and
sequencing. Introducing simple art activities, like drawing their favorite character, can foster
creativity and language as the child describes their picture. Additionally, acting out scenes from the
story can build motor skills and empathy by stepping into the characters' roles. Exploring nature
walks to find animals similar to those in the story can also connect the fictional tale to real-world
experiences, enhancing cognitive links.

Book Recommendations

The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson: The original storybook featuring the clever mouse and the
mythical Gruffalo, perfect for introducing narrative structure and rhyming language.
Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson: A charming rhyming tale with engaging characters,
supporting language development and themes of friendship.
We're Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen: An interactive, rhythmic story that encourages
children to join in and predict story events, enhancing listening and comprehension skills.

Learning Standards

UK Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) – Literacy: Comprehension; children listen to stories
with increasing attention and recall.
EYFS – Communication and Language: Listening and Attention; understanding vocabulary in
context through story listening.
EYFS – Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Understanding feelings and empathy.
EYFS – Understanding the World: Recognizing animals and nature related to story content.

Try This Next

Create a matching picture and word card game featuring characters and items from 'The
Gruffalo' to reinforce vocabulary.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Gruffalo
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Room+on+the+Broom
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=We%27re+Going+on+a+Bear+Hunt
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Draw your own Gruffalo scene and describe the characters and setting to practice expressive
language.

Growth Beyond Academics

Watching 'The Gruffalo' provides the child with opportunities to build empathy by connecting with
characters’ feelings and actions. The shared experience also promotes attentive listening and
confidence as the child becomes familiar with story patterns and repeated phrases, nurturing a
positive emotional connection to storytelling.


