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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Sarah learned about the biology and physical characteristics of hummingbirds, including their
size, flight patterns, and feeding habits as observed in the documentary.
She gained insight into the environmental factors affecting hummingbird populations and the
importance of habitat conservation for their survival.
The session introduced her to wildlife rehabilitation processes, showing how injured
hummingbirds are cared for and rehabilitated to return to the wild.
She explored the role of humans in aiding wildlife, understanding both the challenges and
rewards of animal rescue efforts.

Environmental Studies

Sarah expanded her understanding of the interconnectedness between ecosystems and
wildlife, specifically how hummingbirds fit within their natural environment.
The episode highlighted the significance of protecting pollinators like hummingbirds that
contribute to plant reproduction and ecosystem health.
She observed real-life examples of human impact on nature and learned the importance of
ethical wildlife stewardship.
Sarah became familiar with conservation strategies and the community involvement necessary
to support rehabilitation efforts.

Tips

To deepen Sarah's understanding, encourage her to create a small garden with plants that attract
hummingbirds, allowing her to observe their behavior firsthand and develop appreciation for habitat
needs. Supplement this activity with a research project on local species and pollinators, reinforcing
ecological concepts. Introduce her to citizen science programs where she can contribute
observations or data about local wildlife, fostering a sense of community and purposeful
engagement. Additionally, drawing or writing a story from the perspective of a rehabilitated
hummingbird could creatively build empathy and reinforce what she learned.

Book Recommendations

Hummingbirds: Amazing Pictures and Facts About Hummingbirds by National Wildlife
Federation: An engaging introduction to hummingbirds with vivid photos and simple facts
suitable for children.
The Hummingbird’s Gift by Paul Carolan: A beautifully illustrated book that teaches about the
role of hummingbirds in nature through an inspiring story.
Wildlife Rehabilitation: Discover the Work of Animal Rescuers by Rodney P. Sharman: A child-
friendly overview of how injured animals are cared for and the role of wildlife rehabilitators.

Learning Standards

Science TEKS 4.8(A): Explore and describe the structures that allow animals like hummingbirds
to survive in their environments.
Science TEKS 4.9(B): Explain the roles of organisms, including humankind, in ecosystems and
the effects of environmental changes.
Environmental Studies TEKS 4.10(A): Identify how humans impact habitats and wildlife through
conservation and stewardship actions.
Reading and Comprehension TEKS 4.10(D): Analyze information from informational texts such
as documentaries to build knowledge about science and environmental topics.
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Try This Next

Create a labeled diagram of a hummingbird’s anatomy highlighting features mentioned in the
docuseries.
Write a diary entry or short story imagining a day in the life of a hummingbird recovering in a
rehabilitation center.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered Sarah's empathy and curiosity, as she witnessed the care given to
vulnerable wildlife. It may have enhanced her perseverance and patience by understanding the
rehabilitation process, and could inspire a sense of responsibility and connection to nature.


