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Core Skills Analysis
Environmental Science and Social Studies

¢ Understood the concept of sustainable living by incorporating eco-friendly elements in
neighborhood design.

¢ Explored urban planning principles by organizing residential, commercial, and green spaces
thoughtfully.

¢ Learned about the impact of human activity on ecosystems through virtual simulation of an
eco neighborhood.

¢ Developed problem-solving skills by managing resources to maintain the neighborhood's
environment over time.

Technology and Digital Literacy

¢ Gained proficiency with a complex simulation video game interface and mechanics over an
extended period.

¢ Applied strategic thinking and long-term planning to build and sustain a successful virtual
neighborhood.

¢ Enhanced understanding of cause and effect within a digital ecosystem through iterative
gameplay.

¢ Practiced digital creativity by customizing and designing unique virtual environments.

Tips

To further deepen Sarah's understanding of sustainability and community planning, encourage her to
research real-world eco-friendly neighborhoods and compare their features to her SIMS4 creation.
She can also try designing a physical model of an eco neighborhood using recycled materials to
connect digital concepts with hands-on learning. Introducing basic environmental science
experiments, like testing soil quality or measuring energy consumption at home, can ground virtual
ideas in reality. Additionally, discussing the social implications of sustainable living, such as
community cooperation and resource sharing, would enhance her holistic understanding of the topic.

Book Recommendations

e The Lorax by Dr. Seuss: A classic story teaching children about environmental responsibility
and the importance of protecting nature.

e What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting our Planet by Jess French: Introduces children
to the concept of recycling and ways to reduce waste to promote a healthier Earth.

e If | Built a City by Chris Van Dusen: Explores creative city building with imaginative ideas for
designing an ideal, sustainable city.

Learning Standards

e TEKS Science 5.10: Organize and communicate valid and reliable information through various
methods supported by evidence, including the impact of human activity on environmental
quality.

¢ TEKS Technology Applications 126.15.b.4: Use technology applications to acquire, analyze, and
transfer information.

e TEKS Social Studies 5.4: Understand human interaction with the environment and resources.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet to map out different eco-friendly features Sarah included in her
neighborhood and describe their environmental benefits.
¢ Develop a quiz with questions about sustainability concepts such as renewable energy,
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pollution reduction, and resource management based on her SIMS4 neighborhood.
¢ Challenge Sarah to write a short story from the perspective of a resident living in her eco
neighborhood, describing a day in their life and the benefits of eco-friendly living.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely nurtured Sarah's patience and persistence, as managing a virtual neighborhood
over an extended time requires ongoing attention and problem-solving. It also reflects curiosity and
confidence as she experimented with digital design and sustainability concepts, potentially
enhancing her self-efficacy in both technology and environmental stewardship.
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