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Core Skills Analysis

English

Deepened understanding of animal allegory and symbolism through the character of Boxer in
Chapter 9 of Animal Farm.
Analyzed Boxer's traits such as loyalty, work ethic, and naivety to understand character
development.
Explored themes of exploitation and manipulation reflected in Boxer's storyline within the
political context of the novel.
Practiced critical reading skills by examining how Orwell uses Boxer to evoke emotional and
ethical responses from readers.

Tips

To further develop understanding of Boxer and the themes in Animal Farm, consider creative
activities such as writing a diary entry from Boxer’s perspective to explore his internal thoughts and
conflicts. Encourage comparing Boxer with a real-life historical figure who embodies loyalty or
exploitation to deepen grasp on allegory. Additionally, engage Aiyana in small group discussions or
debates about the consequences of blind loyalty and critical thinking. Finally, analyzing how Orwell’s
language choices influence readers’ feelings toward Boxer can strengthen literary analysis skills.

Book Recommendations

Animal Farm by George Orwell: A satirical novella exploring themes of power, corruption, and
propaganda through farm animals representing historical figures.
Lord of the Flies by William Golding: A novel about civilization and savagery that also features
strong character development and moral questions similar to Animal Farm.
The Giver by Lois Lowry: A dystopian novel that explores themes of individuality, society
control, and ethics, aligning with the critical themes in Animal Farm.

Learning Standards

GCSE English Literature: AO1 - Read, understand and respond to texts.
GCSE English Literature: AO2 - Analyse language, form and structure used by a writer to create
meanings and effects.
GCSE English Literature: AO3 - Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the
contexts in which they were written.
GCSE English Literature: AO4 - Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity,
purpose and effect.

Try This Next

Write a first-person diary entry as Boxer explaining his feelings about the farm and his work.
Create a character map showcasing Boxer’s traits, motivations, and how other characters
influence him.

Growth Beyond Academics

Engaging with Boxer’s character likely helped Aiyana develop empathy and critical awareness about
injustice and trust. It encourages reflection on personal values around loyalty and the importance of
questioning authority, promoting emotional maturity.
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