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Core Skills Analysis

Science and Animal Behavior

Learned the basics of animal learning theory such as conditioning and reinforcement.
Developed an understanding of cause-and-effect relationships between commands and dog
behavior.

Gained insight into dog communication signals including body language and vocal cues.
Observed the importance of consistency and timing in training for effective behavior
modification.

Life Skills and Responsibility

¢ Practiced responsibility by committing to regular training sessions with the dog.

¢ Learned patience and persistence through repetitive training and gradual skill improvement.

¢ Enhanced communication skills by giving clear, consistent commands to the dog.

¢ Developed empathy and care through understanding and responding to the dog’s needs and
behaviors.

Tips

To deepen learning, encourage the student to create a weekly training schedule to plan and track
their dog's progress, which builds organizational and goal-setting skills. Incorporate lessons on the
biology of dogs, exploring how senses like smell and hearing help them respond to commands.
Introduce basic psychology concepts such as positive reinforcement and punishment to explain why
certain training methods work better than others. Additionally, inviting the student to observe or
assist a professional dog trainer can broaden real-world understanding and inspire further curiosity
about animal behavior and care.

Book Recommendations

¢ How to Speak Dog: Mastering the Art of Dog-Human Communication by Stanley Coren: This
book introduces readers to the ways dogs communicate and how humans can effectively
interact with them.

¢ Training the Best Dog Ever: A 5-Week Program Using the Power of Positive Reinforcement by
Larry Kay and Dawn Sylvia-Stasiewicz: A practical guide that emphasizes positive techniques
for training dogs, perfect for young trainers.

e Marley & Me: Life and Love with the World's Worst Dog (Young Readers Edition) by John
Grogan: A humorous and heartfelt story exploring the challenges and joys of dog ownership
and training.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1 - Engage effectively in collaborative discussions, which may occur
during observation or coaching by adults.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 - Explain events, procedures, or concepts in a text, parallel to
understanding training steps.

¢ NGSS 3-LS3-2 - Use evidence to support explanations for how traits can be influenced by
environment, relating to how training affects dog behavior.

¢ CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP2 - Reason abstractly and quantitatively, such as anticipating dog
responses based on commands.

Try This Next

¢ Design a daily log worksheet for tracking dog training sessions: lessons practiced, successful
commands, and areas needing improvement.
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¢ Create a quiz on dog behavior signals and the meaning of common commands to reinforce
learning.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely nurtures patience and persistence as the child works consistently to train the dog.
It may boost confidence when commands succeed and foster empathy by tuning into the dog's
reactions, encouraging a sensitive and caring approach. The interaction can also strengthen
emotional bonds and promote independence through responsibility.
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