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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Understanding basic needs of living animals, such as food, water, shelter, and exercise, through
direct care of rabbits.

¢ Observation of animal behavior and learning to recognize signs of health or distress in rabbits.

¢ Gaining insight into responsibility and the cycle of care required to keep animals healthy.

¢ Exploring the biology of rabbits including diet preferences and habitat requirements.

Personal Development

¢ Developing responsibility by taking consistent care of a living creature.

¢ Enhancing time management skills by integrating daily care routines into their schedule.
Building empathy and compassion by attending to the needs and wellbeing of rabbits.

¢ Learning patience and observational skills through routine and sometimes repetitive tasks.

Tips

To deepen understanding of caring for rabbits, encourage the child to create a daily care journal
documenting feeding times, behavior patterns, and any changes noticed. Engage in research to learn
more about rabbit habitats, health needs, and common ilinesses to anticipate and react appropriately.
Consider creating a small habitat model or diagram to visualize space and environment needs.
Expanding the activity to include comparisons with other pets or wild animals can help build a broader
concept of animal care and environmental stewardship.

Book Recommendations

e The Rabbit Handbook by Karen Parker: A comprehensive guide suitable for young readers that
covers all aspects of rabbit care, from feeding to healthcare.

¢ Rabbits by Emily Bone: An illustrated introduction to the fascinating world of rabbits, perfect for
younger readers curious about animal life.

e Peter Rabbit's Garden: A Tale of Care and Responsibility by Beatrix Potter (retold): A story that
blends classic charm with themes of nurturing, care, and stewardship through Peter Rabbit's
adventures.

Learning Standards

¢ Science KS2: Animals, including humans (Year 4) - identifying and naming parts of the body and
understanding basic needs (NC Science Programme of Study)

¢ Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) - Developing responsibility and empathy through
caring for others

¢ English KS2 - Writing and comprehension through journaling and perspective writing about
animals

Try This Next

¢ Create a weekly care chart including feeding, cleaning, and playtimes to reinforce routine
responsibility.

¢ Draw and label a diagram of the rabbit’s living environment, showing key features for health and
comfort.

e Write a short diary entry from the rabbit’s perspective about a day in its life to encourage
empathy and writing skills.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity supports emotional growth by fostering empathy, patience, and a sense of responsibility. It
encourages the child to appreciate routines and develop an attentive mindset toward the needs of
another living being, which can build confidence and a nurturing disposition.
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