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Core Skills Analysis

Science (Biology and Animal Studies)

Logan learned about meerkat biology, including their physical characteristics, lifespan, and
family social structure.
He gained understanding of meerkat dietary habits and feeding frequency, including the types
of food meerkats eat such as insects and worms.
Logan observed meerkats’ natural behaviors, such as climbing and their underground digging
habits, enhancing his appreciation of animal adaptations to habitat.
The experience introduced Logan to animal care practices, including safety protocols and
behind-the-scenes roles of zoo keepers in maintaining habitat and nutrition.

Social Studies and Culture

Logan learned about the native habitat of meerkats, fostering an understanding of different
ecosystems and the wildlife they support.
He was exposed to concepts about animal conservation and human roles in protecting wildlife,
seen through the zookeepers’ efforts and the enclosed environment.
The experience connected Logan to ideas of family structure and social organization, both in
meerkats and by analogy to human social groups.
Logan practiced interpersonal communication and listening skills through interaction with the
zoo keeper and peers during the educational briefing.

Tips

To deepen Logan's understanding and engagement with animals and their environments, consider
extending learning through creative projects such as creating a habitat model for meerkats using
natural materials to explore environmental needs and animal adaptations. Encourage Logan to
record observations in a nature journal after visits to local parks or zoos to develop detailed scientific
observation skills. Explore stories or documentaries about meerkats and other social animals to build
empathy and awareness of wildlife conservation. Additionally, role-playing as zookeepers or
scientists can help reinforce learning about animal care, safety procedures, and responsibilities when
interacting with animals.

Book Recommendations

Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett: A charming picture book following a meerkat named Sunny as
he explores the world beyond his home, introducing young readers to meerkat behavior and
habitats.
Meerkats: Amazing Pictures and Fun Facts on Animals in Nature by Alex Matthews: An
informative and visually engaging book with easy-to-understand facts about meerkats suitable
for young readers curious about animals.
Surprising Meerkats by Wendy Pietsch: This book provides interesting insights into the social
lives and behaviors of meerkats with vivid images and accessible text for children.

Learning Standards

STE-SCI-01: Identifies characteristics of living things (meerkats) and describes movement and
behavior.
STE-PQU-01: Poses questions and collects data about meerkats’ habits and care.
HSE-ACH-01: Connects knowledge of native habitat and species to Country and environment.
CA1-DRA-01 and CA2-DRA-01: Makes and performs drama by embodying animals’ behavior
and stories heard during the experience.
EN1-OLC-01: Communicates effectively by interacting and elaborating ideas during the
educational briefing.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Meerkat+Mail
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Meerkats%3A+Amazing+Pictures+and+Fun+Facts+on+Animals+in+Nature
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Surprising+Meerkats
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PH1-RRS-01: Demonstrates safety and respectful behavior around animals and peers.

Try This Next

Create a drawing task to sketch a meerkat and its burrow, labeling physical features and parts
of its underground home.
Develop a quiz with questions such as 'What do meerkats eat?', 'Why must you watch your
step in their enclosure?', and 'How do meerkats live in families?' to reinforce learning.
Write a short story or diary entry from the perspective of a meerkat living in the wild to explore
empathy and narrative skills.

Growth Beyond Academics

Logan’s participation in feeding and touching meerkats suggests growing confidence and comfort in
interacting safely with animals, fostering empathy and curiosity. Listening to detailed information
while following safety rules indicates focus and respect for guidelines. The hands-on experience
likely sparked excitement and a sense of connection to wildlife, positively reinforcing learning
through direct engagement.


