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Core Skills Analysis
Science - Zoology and Animal Behavior

¢ Logan learned about meerkat biology, including their diet, lifespan, size, and weight based on
information provided by the zoo keeper.

¢ He gained insight into meerkat social structure and family dynamics by learning individual
meerkats’ names, ages, and relationships within their group.

¢ Logan experienced direct interaction with living animals, including safely feeding and touching
meerkats, which enhanced his understanding of animal behavior and care.

¢ He observed habitats and behaviors of diverse animals like snakes, frogs, bats, and koalas,
expanding his knowledge of Australian and global wildlife.

Health and Safety Education

¢ Logan received and followed a safety briefing about appropriate behavior within an animal
enclosure, including careful movement to avoid harm to animals and himself.

e He learned practical awareness skills, such as watching foot placement in an environment with
delicate, living creatures and sensitive habitats.

¢ This experience helped Logan understand responsible interaction with animals in controlled
environments, promoting respect and empathy.

Environmental and Cultural Studies

¢ Logan learned about the natural habitat of meerkats and some aspects of their native
environment, reinforcing the connection between animals and their ecosystems.

¢ He was introduced to species native to Australia such as koalas and bats, fostering awareness
of biodiversity and conservation.

¢ The hands-on experience supported an early appreciation of wildlife stewardship and the
importance of habitat preservation.

Tips

To deepen Logan's understanding of zoology and animal behavior, consider incorporating creative
projects such as building a simple model of a meerkat burrow to explore their underground homes
and social living arrangements. Encourage Logan to keep a nature journal documenting local wildlife
observations or visit other nature reserves to compare different habitats. Engaging in role-play
activities where he enacts being a zoo keeper or animal biologist can also reinforce concepts of
animal care and safety responsibilities. To support environmental awareness, involve Logan in small
conservation activities like planting native plants or researching endangered species, linking the
experience at the zoo to broader ecological themes.

Book Recommendations

¢ Meerkat Manor: The Diary of a Meerkat by Lexi Rees: A child-friendly diary-style book that
follows the daily lives of meerkats, giving insights into their social structure and behavior.

¢ National Geographic Readers: Koalas by Laura Marsh: This nonfiction book introduces readers
to the life of koalas with vibrant photographs and interesting facts, perfect to connect with
Logan's zoo experience.

¢ Animal Homes by Nicola Davies: Explores different animal habitats, including burrows and
nests, helping children understand the connection between animals and their environment.

Learning Standards

e CA1-DRA-01: By embodying and enacting behaviors of animals during the meerkat experience.
e STE-SCI-01: Identifies and describes characteristics and needs of living things (meerkats and
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other animals).

¢ PHE-RRS-01: Understands how respectful relationships and safety contribute to wellbeing
during close animal encounters.

e HS1-ACH-01: Describes interactions between people and animals in a cultural and
environmental context.

e ST1-PQU-01: Poses questions and investigates cause and effect related to animal behavior and
care.

Try This Next

¢ Create a diagram worksheet of a meerkat colony showing family relationships and roles.
e Write a short story or diary entry from the perspective of a meerkat living in the zoo enclosure.
¢ Design a safety poster illustrating rules for interacting respectfully with zoo animals.

Growth Beyond Academics

Logan demonstrated curiosity and confidence by engaging closely with the meerkats, showing trust
and empathy through gentle touch and attentiveness. The experience likely enhanced his sense of

responsibility and respect for living creatures while promoting calm focus during the safety briefing
and animal interaction.
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