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Core Skills Analysis

Computer Science & Technology

Learned how configuration (.ini) files control game settings and graphics performance.
Understood the role of variables within configuration files in customizing software behavior.
Gained insight into how modifying game files can make gameplay smoother on lower-spec
computers.

Recognized the connection between file modifications and enabling mods for enhanced or
altered gameplay.

Tips

To deepen understanding, encourage Madalin to explore the basics of file structures and syntax used
in configuration files through hands-on editing of simple text-based settings in other programs or
games. Introducing her to basic scripting languages like Python could build computational thinking
skills that relate to these modifications. Additionally, organizing a small project where she designs
her own game settings or creates simple mods can foster creativity and technical proficiency.
Exploring the ethical and safety considerations of game modding will round out her comprehension
of responsible digital citizenship.

Book Recommendations

¢ Coding Games in Python by DK: This book introduces young learners to coding through fun
game creation using Python, connecting coding concepts to gameplay mechanics.

¢ The Official Game Modding Guide by Markus Nebel: An accessible guide that teaches readers
how to safely modify and customize existing games, including file editing techniques.

e Computer Coding for Kids by Carol Vorderman: An engaging introduction to coding principles
and logic for children, promoting hands-on practice with programming basics.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.6-8.3: Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out
experiments or performing technical tasks.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.6-8.7: Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in
words in a text with a version of that information expressed visually.

e CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them by
adjusting variables to achieve better results.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet that asks Madalin to identify and edit variables in sample .ini files to see
how changes affect program behavior.

¢ Develop a quiz focusing on terms like 'configuration file,' 'variable,' and 'modding' to reinforce
technical vocabulary and concepts.

Growth Beyond Academics

Madalin's engagement with modifying game files displays curiosity and emerging technical
confidence. This activity also promotes problem-solving and independent learning while potentially
inspiring perseverance as she experiments with trial and error to achieve desired outcomes.
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