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Core Skills Analysis

History

Maeve learned to sequence historical events by arranging key moments from Harriet Tubman's
life in chronological order.
She gained awareness of important figures in American history, specifically understanding
Harriet Tubman’s role and impact.
The activity introduced concepts of timelines and cause-and-effect by connecting events in
Harriet Tubman’s journey from slavery to freedom.
Maeve practiced identifying and recalling key facts about Harriet Tubman’s life, reinforcing
memory skills through historical narrative.

Literacy

Maeve enhanced her reading comprehension by interpreting facts presented about Harriet
Tubman for timeline placement.
She practiced early research skills by extracting relevant information to construct the timeline
sequence.
The activity supported vocabulary development related to history and biography, such as
terms like 'escape,' 'freedom,' and 'abolitionist.'
Maeve worked on organizing information visually, aiding her ability to tell a coherent story
through writing or illustration.

Tips

To deepen Maeve's understanding of Harriet Tubman's life and the historical period, encourage her
to create a storybook retelling key events from the timeline in her own words. Incorporate simple
role-playing games where she acts out parts of Harriet's journey to internalize the struggles and
bravery involved. Visiting a local museum or using virtual tours focused on the Underground Railroad
can provide experiential learning and contextualize historical facts. Additionally, integrating art by
drawing scenes from the timeline will enhance both comprehension and creative expression.

Book Recommendations

Who Was Harriet Tubman? by Yona Zeldis McDonough: A child-friendly biography that
introduces Harriet Tubman's life, helping young readers grasp her courage and impact.
Harriet Tubman: Freedom Fighter by Ann Petry: This illustrated biography presents Harriet
Tubman’s story in an accessible way for young children, highlighting her role in abolition.
Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter: A beautifully illustrated story inspired by the folk
song used by slaves to find freedom, connecting history with culture.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.3: Identify the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or
pieces of information in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.7: Use illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a
single event or several loosely linked events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key
details in a text.

Try This Next

Create a blank timeline worksheet where Maeve can illustrate and label events from Harriet
Tubman’s life.
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Quiz prompt: Ask Maeve to put mixed-up event cards in the correct order based on the
timeline.
Writing prompt: Have Maeve write a short 'day in the life' paragraph pretending to be Harriet
Tubman.

Growth Beyond Academics

Through this activity, Maeve is likely developing empathy and respect by connecting emotionally
with Harriet Tubman’s courage and determination. Sequencing events helps build confidence in
managing information order, and recalling historical facts fosters a sense of accomplishment and
curiosity about history.


