Learning Through Play: Exploring Science, Movement, and Social Skills at the Splash Pad / Subject Explorer /

LearningCorner.co

Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Explored basic principles of water movement and flow by observing how water sprays and
splashes from different fountains and jets.

¢ Developed understanding of cause and effect through interactions with water elements,
noticing how changes in position or movement affect water patterns.

¢ Engaged sensory experiences that contribute to learning about states of matter, particularly
observing water as a liquid in motion.

¢ Increased awareness of the physical environment by noting temperature differences and how
water impacts body cooling.

Physical Development

¢ Improved gross motor skills through running, jumping, and avoiding streams of water.

¢ Enhanced coordination and balance by moving strategically on wet, possibly slippery surfaces.

¢ Built strength and endurance by active play, such as chasing water sprays or climbing on
playground structures within the splash pad area.

¢ Practiced spatial awareness by navigating around different water features and other children.

Social Skills

¢ Practiced sharing space and turn-taking with peers or family members within a crowded,
interactive public space.

¢ Developed communication skills by interacting with others, possibly negotiating or
coordinating games around the splash features.

e Experience of cooperative play, learning to adapt behavior to engage positively in a group
setting.

¢ Observed social cues and learned appropriate behavior in a public recreational environment.

Tips

To deepen understanding from the splash pad visit, parents and educators might encourage children
to experiment at home or in the yard with water play—such as using hoses, sprinklers, or homemade
water tables—to observe water flow and effects on different surfaces. Incorporating simple science
experiments, like mixing soap and water or testing how water pressure changes with different hose
nozzle settings, can build on the cause-effect relationship seen in the splash pad. Additionally,
encouraging children to narrate their movements and choices during water play can develop
language skills and self-awareness. Finally, discussing safety and etiquette for water play spaces
reinforces social skills and community responsibility.

Book Recommendations

¢ Splash! by Lynne Rickards: A vivid picture book introducing young readers to water and its
playful possibilities, connecting story to sensory aquatic experiences.

e Water Dance by Thomas Locker: A poetic book that beautifully describes the movement and
nature of water, complementing hands-on water activities with art and language.

¢ A Cool Drink of Water by Barbara Kerley: This book showcases different cultures and their
relationship with water, broadening perspectives on the importance and uses of water
worldwide.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations about grade-appropriate
topics, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.

May 12, 2025 - Page 1 of 2


https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Splash%21
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Water+Dance
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=A+Cool+Drink+of+Water

Learning Through Play: Exploring Science, Movement, and Social Skills at the Splash Pad / Subject Explorer /

LearningCorner.co

e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.K.MD.A.1 - Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as length or
weight; relate to water flow observations.

¢ NGSS K-PS2-1 - Plan and conduct investigations to compare the effects of different strengths or
directions of pushes and pulls on the motion of an object, related to understanding water
pressure and movement.

¢ PE K-1.1 - Demonstrate movement skills and coordination through physical activity, such as
running, jumping, and balancing during play.

Try This Next

¢ Create a drawing of the splash pad layout highlighting different water features and where
water flows the most.

¢ Write a short story or poem inspired by the sounds, sights, and feelings of playing in the splash
pad water.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered joy, excitement, and curiosity as the child engaged with dynamic water
features. It also cultivated patience and adaptability in a social and somewhat unpredictable
environment, indicating growth in emotional regulation and interpersonal communication.
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