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Core Skills Analysis
Communication and Social Skills

¢ The student learned to recognize and use non-verbal communication signs effectively in a
social setting.

e They practiced interpreting body language and gestures to enhance understanding among
peers.

¢ The activity helped develop awareness of alternative communication methods beyond spoken
words.

¢ The student experienced adapting communication strategies to a specific environment, the
playground.

Physical and Spatial Awareness

¢ The student enhanced their ability to observe and respond to visual cues in a dynamic, outdoor
environment.

¢ They connected the use of communication signs to real-world contexts where clear signaling is
necessary for play and safety.

¢ The student improved coordination between recognizing signs and physical movement or
actions on the playground.

Tips

To further develop understanding of communication signs, consider introducing a structured game
where children create their own set of signs and use them during play. This encourages creativity
and deeper engagement with non-verbal communication. Another idea is to explore sign languages
or universal hand signals used around the world, enriching cultural understanding alongside
communication skills. Additionally, role-playing scenarios where verbal communication is limited can
help build empathy and adaptive social skills. Finally, incorporating discussions about how
communication styles vary in different settings (school, home, playground) can deepen reflection on
context-appropriate interactions.

Book Recommendations

e The Listening Walk by Paul Showers: This story encourages children to listen and observe
carefully, highlighting the importance of non-verbal cues and sounds in communication.

¢ Say Hello! by Rachel Isadora: A vibrant book showcasing how different cultures use greetings,
both verbal and non-verbal, encouraging awareness of diverse communication.

e My First Book of Sign Language by Joan Holub: An introductory guide to basic sign language
signs with engaging illustrations, ideal for young learners exploring alternative communication.

Learning Standards

e ACELA1483 - Understand how language features, images and vocabulary can be used to
engage an audience.

e ACPPSO018 - Practise strategies to ensure personal health and safety and respond appropriately
to emergencies in various settings.

¢ ACPPS020 - Understand that communicating with others can help make friends and resolve
conflicts.

Try This Next

¢ Create a personalized sign language dictionary worksheet based on playground needs.
¢ Design a scavenger hunt where children must use or interpret signs to find clues around the
playground.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely nurtured the student's confidence in expressing themselves non-verbally while
also fostering empathy as they interpret others' signs. It supports independence in communication

and can reduce frustration associated with verbal misunderstandings, promoting inclusive social
interaction.
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