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Core Skills Analysis

Art & Creativity

Explored color mixing and contrast by using different chalk colors on pavement.
Developed fine motor skills through the control needed to draw with chalk.
Expressed imagination and storytelling by creating images or designs freely.
Understood the temporary and changeable nature of chalk art on outdoor surfaces.

Physical Development

¢ Engaged large motor skills by moving around the play area to create chalk drawings.
¢ Enhanced hand-eye coordination while aiming and placing chalk accurately.

¢ Practiced balance and spatial awareness navigating around the art space.

¢ Experienced the connection between physical movement and artistic creation.

Science & Environmental Awareness

¢ Noticed how weather (sun, rain) affects chalk artwork durability.

¢ Observed physical properties of chalk such as texture and residue on pavement.
¢ Understood the impact of outdoor environment on art and materials.

¢ Developed curiosity about natural processes like evaporation or rain wash-away.

Tips

To deepen the understanding and enjoyment of outdoor chalk activities, encourage the child to
experiment with creating patterns or shapes that follow natural forms they observe such as leaves or
clouds. Introduce simple geometry concepts by drawing shapes and naming them during play. Invite
them to document their creations by photographing them before the chalk art fades, creating a
temporary gallery of their work over time. You might also incorporate storytelling by asking the child
to describe the scene or characters in their chalk drawings, supporting language and narrative
development while outdoors.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds: A story about creativity and self-expression, encouraging
children to make their mark through art and imagination.

¢ lggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beaty: Encourages curiosity about building and creativity,
inspiring kids to explore design—similar to creating art with chalk.

e Qutside Your Window: A First Book of Nature by Nicola Davies: Explores the natural world and
encourages observation, great to connect outdoor play with environmental learning.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7: Use information gained from illustrations and words to
demonstrate understanding of the text in which they appear.

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.G.A.1: Distinguish between defining attributes versus non-defining
attributes; build and draw shapes to support geometry understanding.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using descriptive details and clear event sequences.

¢ Physical Education Standard: PD.1-2.3: Demonstrate body awareness and coordination through
movement activities such as drawing with chalk outdoors.

Try This Next

¢ Create a chalk drawing scavenger hunt worksheet identifying shapes, colors, or patterns found
in the artwork.
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¢ Challenge the child to write a short story or poem inspired by their chalk drawings on a writing
prompt sheet.

Growth Beyond Academics

Playing outside with chalk often enhances a child's sense of independence and joy in creative
expression. It can bolster confidence as they see their artistic efforts come to life and encourages
persistence as chalk art can be temporary. The activity supports curiosity about exploring materials

and natural changes outdoors, and may foster patience and adaptability when artwork fades or
changes.
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