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Core Skills Analysis
Mathematics

¢ Recognized that months vary in length and that not all months have the same number of days.

¢ Practiced counting and memorization through learning the specific number of days in each
month (e.qg., 30, 31, or 28/29 days).

¢ Understood the concept of a calendar year divided into 12 months, enhancing temporal
awareness.

¢ Gained an introductory understanding of exceptions like February having fewer days, fostering
critical thinking about calendar patterns.

Tips

To deepen understanding of the calendar and the varying days in each month, encourage your child
to create a personalized calendar marking months and days visually. Incorporate interactive games
such as rhyming mnemonics (e.g., 'Thirty days hath September...") to support memorization. Take
real-world explorations like observing calendars in daily life or tracking days between events to
strengthen practical connections. Discuss the concept of leap years and why February changes
length, providing a tangible link to astronomy and Earth’s orbit.

Book Recommendations

e The Moon Book by Gus Schumacher: This book introduces children to the phases of the moon
and the concept of a lunar calendar, connecting natural cycles to the idea of months.

¢ All About Calendars by Rosemary Mosco: An engaging explanation of how calendars work and
the history behind months, days, and years designed for young readers.

e What Is a Leap Year? by Lisa Trumbauer: A clear and simple guide explaining the reason for
leap years and why February sometimes has 29 days.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.MD.C.4: Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three
categories (e.qg., sorting months by length of days).

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3: Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts (such as calendars), or steps in technical procedures.

e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.MD.A.1: Solve problems involving measurement and estimation of
intervals of time.

Try This Next

¢ Create a monthly calendar coloring worksheet where the child colors the correct number of
days in each month.

¢ Quiz activity: Ask questions such as 'Which months have 31 days?' or 'How many days does
February have?' to reinforce learning.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity fosters confidence as the child successfully memorizes a new pattern, and it encourages
patience and focus through repetitive learning. It also stimulates curiosity about how time works,
prompting exploratory questions that can boost engagement and independent thinking.
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