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Core Skills Analysis

English

Aiyana learned how to identify and interpret symbolism within 'Animal Farm,' recognizing how
animals represent historical figures and societal concepts.
She developed skills to analyze the author’s purpose in using symbolism to convey political
and social messages.
Aiyana practiced critical thinking by connecting textual evidence to broader themes such as
power, corruption, and revolution.
She enhanced her vocabulary and comprehension by dissecting complex allegorical language
and understanding its layered meanings.

Tips

To deepen Aiyana's understanding of symbolism and its impact, encourage her to create her own
allegorical story using animals or objects to represent ideas. She could also compare 'Animal Farm'
with other allegorical texts or films that use symbolism to convey messages, promoting cross-textual
analysis. Organizing a debate or discussion on the moral lessons from the story's symbolism can
enhance critical thinking and verbal articulation. Additionally, exploring historical contexts behind
the allegory can connect literature to real-world events, enriching comprehension and relevance.

Book Recommendations

Animal Farm by George Orwell: A politically charged novella using farm animals as allegorical
figures to critique totalitarian regimes.
Lord of the Flies by William Golding: A novel exploring human nature and societal breakdown
through symbolic characters and events on a deserted island.
The Giver by Lois Lowry: A dystopian novel featuring symbolism that explores themes of
memory, freedom, and conformity.

Learning Standards

GCSE English Literature - Understanding and appreciating texts (AO1, AO2)
GCSE English Literature - Analyzing how language, form and structure contribute to meaning
(AO2)
GCSE English Literature - Making connections between texts and context (AO3)

Try This Next

Worksheet on identifying symbols in selected Animal Farm passages with guided questions.
Writing prompt: Compose a short allegorical fable using animals to symbolize modern social
issues.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered Aiyana's confidence in interpreting complex texts and encouraged
persistence in understanding layered meanings. Engaging with symbolism may also boost her
curiosity about history and politics, nurturing a more analytical mindset beyond surface-level
reading.
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