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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

Recognized and practiced spatial awareness by arranging buttons to form a clear 2D shape (a
square).
Developed fine motor skills through precise placement and handling of small objects like
buttons.
Gained an introductory understanding of geometric shapes and their properties by creating a
closed figure.
Explored pattern recognition and visual discrimination through selecting similar buttons and
organizing them systematically.

Tips

To further develop David's understanding of 2D shapes and spatial reasoning, introduce him to other
geometric shapes such as triangles, rectangles, and circles using everyday objects like blocks, paper
shapes, or stickers. Encourage him to count the sides and corners of each shape and compare their
characteristics. Engage him in tactile activities such as tracing shapes with fingers or drawing shapes
in sand to solidify his understanding. Incorporate storytelling where shapes are characters, helping
to connect mathematical language with imagination and narrative skills.

Book Recommendations

Shapes, Shapes, Shapes by Tana Hoban: A visual book that introduces young children to
various shapes using real-world images, promoting shape recognition.
The Shape of Things by Dayle Ann Dodds: A colorful and engaging book that explores shapes
through familiar objects, perfect for preschool learners.
Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh: A fun story that shows how mice create shapes using
objects they find, encouraging creative thinking about shapes.

Try This Next

Worksheet: Matching and tracing different 2D shapes with buttons or stickers.
Drawing task: Create shapes on paper using crayons and have David decorate them with
pasted buttons.

Growth Beyond Academics

David's focused attention and careful placement of buttons suggest growing patience and fine motor
control. The activity supports his confidence in problem-solving while offering a sense of
accomplishment as he completes the shape. Encouraging such hands-on experiences fosters
persistence and a positive attitude toward learning new concepts.
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