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Core Skills Analysis

Social-Emotional Development

The child identified and recognized the emotion of sadness through facial expression
observation.
The activity enhanced emotional awareness by connecting visual cues (sad face) to the
corresponding feeling.
Drawing the sad face helped the child express understanding of emotions through creative
representation.
The use of an etch and sketch encouraged fine motor skills while reinforcing emotional
literacy.

Art and Fine Motor Skills

Using the etch and sketch developed hand-eye coordination and precision in movement.
The task required planning and spatial awareness to replicate the sad face accurately on the
device.
Through creative expression, the child practiced controlling line work and design reproduction.
The activity fostered patience and concentration as the child worked to complete the drawing.

Tips

To deepen the child's emotional understanding, parents and educators can introduce a variety of
facial expression cards depicting different feelings, encouraging the child to identify and replicate
them using art materials like crayons or playdough. Storytelling sessions focusing on characters
experiencing various emotions can further contextualize these feelings. Incorporating role-play
activities where the child mimics emotions reinforces empathy and recognition skills. Additionally,
integrating sensory-based art tools such as finger painting or textured drawing can make emotional
expression more engaging and accessible.

Book Recommendations

The Feelings Book by Todd Parr: A colorful book that explores many emotions in a simple,
child-friendly way.
Glad Monster, Sad Monster by Ed Emberley & Anne Miranda: A fun interactive book exploring
various emotions through playful monsters.
Today I Feel Silly: And Other Moods That Make My Day by Jamie Lee Curtis: An engaging read
that introduces children to different emotions with playful text and illustrations.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.PK.1: Participate in collaborative conversations about familiar topics,
including emotions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.PK.3: Identify characters, settings, and major events in a story
(extended to recognizing emotions).
Fine Motor Development Standards: Using tools to create detailed drawings supports
development in coordination and dexterity.

Try This Next

Worksheet: Match facial expressions to emotion words and practice drawing simple faces with
crayons or pencils.
Drawing Task: Create a 'Feelings Faces' collage using magazine cutouts and ask the child to
name each emotion.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Feelings+Book
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Glad+Monster%2C+Sad+Monster
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity reflects early development in emotional recognition and self-expression, indicating
growing empathy and the ability to focus on abstract concepts like feelings. The child also
demonstrates emerging patience and fine motor control through completing the drawing task.


