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Core Skills Analysis
History and Military Technology

¢ Ben likely gained an understanding of historical military aircraft, tanks, and naval vessels used
in different wars, especially from the WWII era.

¢ He observed the technological progression and design differences among various nations’ war
machines, fostering comparative and analytical skills.

¢ Engagement with historically based battle scenarios could enhance awareness of warfare
tactics and strategic planning used in real conflicts.

¢ Interacting with representations of historical equipment may spark curiosity about the
historical context and development of military technology.

Strategic Thinking and Problem Solving

¢ Playing War Thunder requires quick decision-making to handle combat situations, promoting
situational awareness and adaptive thinking.

¢ Ben practiced resource management, such as prioritizing targets and managing vehicle
capabilities, aiding in strategic planning skills.

¢ He learned to anticipate opponents’ moves and respond effectively, refining cognitive
flexibility and forward-planning abilities.

e The activity helped develop spatial reasoning as he navigates and maneuvers complex 3D
environments during battles.

Technology and Digital Literacy

¢ Ben became more familiar with operating complex video game controls, improving hand-eye
coordination and fine motor skills.

¢ He engaged with realistic graphics and physics engines, enhancing understanding of
simulation technologies.

e Exposure to multiplayer modes supports learning of internet communication protocols and
digital social interaction norms.

¢ Navigating game menus and settings developed user interface (Ul) literacy and
troubleshooting abilities.

Tips

To deepen Ben's understanding and engagement, consider linking his gameplay experience with
broader educational themes. Encourage him to research the historical periods and real battles that
inspired the vehicles and scenarios featured in War Thunder. This could include creating a timeline of
key WWII events or presentations on different countries’ military strategies. Additionally, engage him
in discussions or projects about the ethics and consequences of warfare to foster critical thinking. For
strategic skill development, introduce board games or simulations focusing on resource
management and planning to complement his digital experiences. Finally, exploring game design
basics or physics principles behind the gameplay could open pathways into STEM interests.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Second World War by Antony Beevor: A compelling and detailed history of WWII, providing
context to the military equipment and battles featured in War Thunder.

e The Art of War by Sun Tzu: An ancient treatise on strategy and tactics that can help enhance
understanding of combat strategies applied in the game.

¢ How to Think Like a Computer Scientist by Allen B. Downey: Introduces programming and
problem-solving skills relevant to understanding game mechanics and digital technology.
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Learning Standards

e ACHMH125: Explains the causes and consequences of World War Il and connects these with
contemporary experiences.

e ACSIS198: Plans and conducts investigations using problem-solving skills, relevant to strategic
decision-making in gameplay.

¢ ACTDIPO31: Applies computational thinking and ICT skills when engaging with digital
simulations and interfaces.

e ACPPS074: Demonstrates persistence and focus in completing complex tasks, mirroring the
cognitive demands of strategic gaming.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet comparing different WWII vehicles featured in the game, including
specifications and historical significance.

¢ Design a quiz testing knowledge of war strategies and vehicle types encountered during
gameplay sessions.

¢ Write a short essay or journal entry reflecting on the ethical implications of war scenarios
simulated in the game.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered Ben’'s persistence and focus as he maneuvered through challenging
gameplay scenarios. It may have also enhanced his confidence in handling complex tasks and
contributed to social skills development if engaging in online multiplayer modes requiring teamwork
and communication. Experiencing simulated conflict could prompt deeper emotional reflections on
history and consequences of warfare.
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