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Core Skills Analysis
Biology & Animal Care

¢ Understanding the basic needs of a kitten, including feeding, grooming, and providing a safe
environment.

¢ Learning about animal behavior and recognizing signs of comfort or distress in the kitten.

¢ Developing responsibility through regular care routines and observing how daily actions impact
the kitten's wellbeing.

¢ Gaining insight into the lifecycle and growth stages of kittens by observing changes over time.

Personal Development

¢ Building empathy by nurturing a living creature and responding to its needs.

¢ Enhancing time management skills through scheduling kitten care tasks consistently.

¢ Improving observational skills by monitoring the kitten’s health and mood.

e Experiencing the rewards and challenges of caregiving, fostering patience and perseverance.

Tips

To deepen understanding, encourage the student to research kitten developmental stages and
nutritional requirements, perhaps creating a care journal to track feeding times and behavior
changes. They can also explore animal welfare topics to appreciate the responsibilities of pet
ownership. Engaging in crafts such as designing a kitten care poster or creating a simple video diary
about daily routines can provide creative expression and reinforce learning. Visits to local animal
shelters or veterinary clinics, where possible, could offer practical insights and foster real-world
connections.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Cat Encyclopedia: The Definitive Visual Guide by Joan Miller: An illustrated guide
explaining cat breeds, behavior, and health care ideal for young teens interested in learning
about their pets.

e Dear Zoo: A Lift-the-Flap Book by Rod Campbell: A fun interactive book about animals that can
be an engaging read to build early empathy and interest in pets.

e The Secret Life of Cats by Ann Baggaley: Explores cat behavior and communication, helping
readers understand their pet’s moods and actions better.

Learning Standards

e Science (Biology): KS3 Biology - Animals including humans: describe the life processes of
reproduction in some plants and animals (UK National Curriculum KS3 Biology, 3.1a)

¢ PSHE: Developing responsibility and an understanding of the importance of caring for others
(Personal, Social, Health and Economic education)

e English: Writing diary entries and descriptive pieces supports KS3 Writing skills (English
National Curriculum)

e Art & Design: Designing posters or diagrams supports creativity and communication skills per
the KS3 Art & Design curriculum

Try This Next

¢ Design a kitten care schedule chart including feeding, grooming, and playtime.
e Write a diary entry from the kitten’s point of view describing its day.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity supports emotional growth by nurturing empathy and responsibility as the student
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learns to care for a living being. It can also cultivate patience and routine adherence, strengthening
independence and attentive observation skills.
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