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Core Skills Analysis
Science & Physics

¢ Observed principles of aerodynamics by watching the Blue Angels perform precision flying
maneuvers.

¢ Learned about the forces of lift, thrust, drag, and gravity acting on the jets during different aerial
stunts.

¢ Gained an understanding of jet propulsion and engine power at work in real-time flight
demonstrations.

¢ Noted how environmental factors such as wind and speed affect aircraft stability and
performance.

Social Studies & Civic Awareness

Discovered the role of the Blue Angels as representatives of the U.S. Navy and military aviation.
Observed traditions and ceremonies related to the naval base and military protocol.

Developed appreciation for military service and teamwork within an elite demonstration squadron.
Learned about the historical significance of the Blue Angels in American military history.

Art & Visual Learning

e Enhanced visual tracking skills by following rapid, synchronized jet movements across the sky.
Appreciated the aesthetic and choreographed design of aerial maneuvers and formations.
Noticed color patterns and markings on jets that identify the Blue Angels team.

Analyzed spatial relationships and symmetry in the flying formations.

Tips

To deepen the understanding gained from watching the Blue Angels, encourage experiential learning by
visiting a local aviation museum or attending a flight simulation experience. You might also explore
STEM projects related to aerodynamics, such as building paper airplanes with different wing designs to
test lift and flight duration. Discuss the importance of teamwork and discipline in military and civilian
contexts by researching other groups that require coordination and trust. Finally, incorporate creative
arts by drawing or painting the jets and their formations to reinforce visual memory and inspire artistic
expression.

Book Recommendations

¢ Blue Angels: A Year in the Life of the Navy's Flight Demonstration Team by Tom Clancy: Offers an
inside look at the lives and training of the elite Blue Angels pilots, blending history with modern-
day stories.

¢ How Things Fly by David Macaulay: Explains the science of flight with engaging diagrams and
clear explanations ideal for young readers.

¢ The Little Airplane by Stella Blackstone: A charming picture book that introduces young readers to
airplanes and the excitement of flying.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3 - Describe the relationship between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas, or concepts.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 - Explain events, procedures, or concepts in a historical or scientific
text.
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e NGSS 3-5-ETS1-1 - Define a simple design problem that can be solved by developing an object,
tool, or process.

* NGSS 4-PS3-4 - Apply scientific ideas to design, test, and refine a device that converts energy
from one form to another.

Try This Next

e Create a worksheet to label parts of a jet and match them to their functions during flight.

¢ Write a short story or poem imagining a day in the life of a Blue Angels pilot, focusing on
teamwork and focus.

Growth Beyond Academics

The activity likely fostered excitement and awe, helping the child develop curiosity and appreciation for
complex teamwork and precision. Watching disciplined pilots perform may also inspire feelings of
respect and motivation to concentrate and collaborate in their own pursuits.
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