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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Understood the basics of animal hygiene and the importance of keeping pets clean to ensure
their health.
Observed and participated in practical steps of washing a dog, likely noting the reactions and
behavior of the dog during the process.
Recognized how water and soap interact to remove dirt and oils, an introduction to simple
chemical and physical cleaning principles.
Gained awareness of the dog's physical needs and body parts sensitive to washing, promoting
empathy toward animals.

Life Skills

Learned the step-by-step procedure for washing a dog, including preparation, safety, and
cleanup.
Developed responsibility and care-taking skills by participating in a real-world pet care task.
Practiced patience and gentle handling techniques essential for caring for living creatures.
Improved time management by coordinating the sequence of cleaning and drying the dog
efficiently.

Tips

Tips: To deepen understanding of animal care, encourage the student to research different dog
breeds and how grooming needs vary between them. A hands-on extension could involve observing
or helping at a local animal shelter or grooming service. Linking this activity to biology, discuss the
role of fur in regulating temperature and the importance of regular hygiene for disease prevention.
For a creative experience, they might create a care journal detailing routines and observations to
track the health and behavior of a pet over time.

Book Recommendations

Pets: Helping Your Dog Stay Clean and Healthy by Nancy Dickmann: A comprehensive guide
for young readers on how to care for their dogs, including grooming and health tips.
Animals Make Us Human: Creating the Best Life for Animals by Temple Grandin: Offers insight
into animal behavior and welfare, encouraging compassion and understanding in caring for
pets.
The Life of Dogs by Giuseppe Festa: Explores dogs’ biology and their relationship with humans,
ideal for middle-school readers interested in science and pets.

Learning Standards

Science – Animals including humans: recognizing the needs of animals and how to care for
them (KS3 Biology 3.1)
PSHE – Developing responsibility and care for living things (National Curriculum PSHE
Education Programme of Study)
English – Writing skills through journaling and descriptive storytelling linked to experience (KS3
English Curriculum Writing objectives)

Try This Next

Create a step-by-step illustrated guide or infographic showing how to wash a dog properly.
Write a reflective journal or short story describing the experience from the dog’s perspective.
Design a quiz about dog breeds and their specific grooming needs.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity fosters empathy and responsibility, as the student must care attentively for an animal. It
may also build patience and focus, especially if the dog is reluctant or anxious during washing.
Successfully completing the task can enhance confidence and pride in nurturing skills.


