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Core Skills Analysis

History

Aiyana explored the geopolitical causes of tension between the USA and USSR by 1945,
focusing on the post-World War II power dynamics.
She analyzed the significance of the Tehran and Yalta Conferences in shaping the Allies'
strategies and post-war plans, understanding each superpower's agenda.
She examined the Potsdam Conference and its role in escalating tensions due to differing post-
war ideologies and unresolved territorial disputes.
Aiyana identified how wartime cooperation began to shift towards distrust, setting the
foundation for the Cold War.

Tips

To deepen Aiyana’s understanding of the increasing tensions between the USA and USSR by 1945,
encourage her to create a timeline that includes key events and decisions made at the Tehran, Yalta,
and Potsdam Conferences. This visual aid helps connect complex negotiations to their geopolitical
outcomes. Organizing a mock conference role-play where Aiyana can represent one of the key
leaders will boost empathy and critical thinking about each country's motives and challenges.
Additionally, comparing primary source quotes from the conferences can illuminate differing
perspectives and rhetoric. Lastly, researching how these post-war tensions manifested in everyday
life for citizens in the USA and USSR can provide a personal dimension to political events.

Book Recommendations

Cold War: A New History by John Lewis Gaddis: An accessible and comprehensive overview of
the Cold War origins, ideal for teens eager to understand the historical context and the impact
of key conferences.
The Yalta Conference, 1945 by Simon Adams: A detailed look at the Yalta Conference,
unpacking the decisions and personalities that shaped the post-war world.
The Cold War: The Definitive Visual History by Jeremy Isaacs and Taylor Downing: This visually
rich book combines photographs and narrative to bring to life the global tensions and political
drama between the superpowers.

Learning Standards

GCSE History: Knowledge and understanding of international relations post-WWII (Edexcel
Paper 1; Topic 3.2 The origins of the Cold War).
GCSE History: Analysis of causes and consequences of key Cold War events.
GCSE History: Development of skills in evaluating primary and secondary sources related to
historical diplomacy.

Try This Next

Worksheet: Compare and contrast the aims and outcomes of the Tehran, Yalta, and Potsdam
Conferences with a focus on how they influenced USA-USSR relations.
Writing Prompt: Write a diary entry from the perspective of one of the conference leaders
reflecting on trust and suspicion during the meetings.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely enhanced Aiyana’s critical thinking and empathy as she put herself in the shoes of
historical figures navigating complex diplomacy. It may have also stimulated her curiosity about
international relations, encouraging independent research and a broader understanding of global
conflict origins.
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