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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Developed an understanding of basic ocean ecosystems, including the types of marine life and
their roles within the ocean environment.

¢ Learned about the physical characteristics of oceans such as saltwater composition, tides,
waves, and currents.

¢ Explored human impact on ocean health, potentially including pollution and conservation
efforts.

¢ Gained awareness of the importance of oceans in the Earth's climate system and biodiversity.

Geography

¢ Recognized the global distribution of oceans and major bodies of water on Earth.

¢ Understood the concept of ocean zones, such as intertidal, pelagic, and abyssal zones.

e Explored coastal geography and how land and sea interact through features like beaches, coral
reefs, and estuaries.

¢ Learned to use maps or globes to identify ocean locations and related geographical features.

Literacy/Research Skills

¢ Practiced gathering information from books, articles, or multimedia on ocean topics.

¢ Engaged in vocabulary development related to ocean science (e.g., marine species,
ecosystem, salinity).

¢ Developed abilities to organize facts and ideas about oceans for presentations or projects.

¢ Enhanced note-taking and summarization skills through studying ocean-related content.

Tips

To deepen ocean studies understanding, consider organizing a hands-on ocean habitat model project
where the student creates a layered diorama illustrating ocean zones and inhabitants. Incorporate
interactive digital exploration using virtual ocean tours or documentaries to visualize real marine
environments. Additionally, plan creative writing prompts such as a diary entry from the perspective
of a sea creature, encouraging empathy and scientific observation. Finally, invite a guest speaker or
visit an aquarium to provide experiential learning and bring the ocean’s complexity to life.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Ocean Alphabet Book by Jerry Pallotta: An engaging introduction to ocean animals and
habitats, perfect for building vocabulary and curiosity about marine life.

¢ Ocean: A Visual Encyclopedia by DK: A richly illustrated reference book covering ocean
science, geography, animals, and environmental issues.

e The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor by Joanna Cole: A fun and educational story following
a classroom trip that explores underwater ocean life and geography.

Learning Standards

e NGSS 5-ESS2-1: Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals,
decomposers, and the environment.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a scientific text.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
ideas and information clearly.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RIL.5.7: Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources to locate
an answer to a question efficiently.
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Try This Next

¢ Create a layered ocean zone diorama labeling different marine animals and zones.
¢ Design a quiz with questions about ocean facts, vocabulary, and geography.

e Write a short story or journal entry from the viewpoint of a sea creature navigating ocean
challenges.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered curiosity and wonder about the natural world, encouraging patience as
the student explored complex ocean concepts. It may have boosted confidence as they gathered
and organized new scientific knowledge and helped develop independent research skills.
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