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Core Skills Analysis

Math

AJ engaged in imaginative play that likely involved categorizing and sorting his dinosaurs, an
early foundational skill for understanding classification and sets.
By choosing to play dinosaurs, AJ may have practiced counting or grouping multiple objects,
such as reviewing how many dinosaurs he has.
The interaction might lead to pattern recognition as AJ and Ella play dinosaurs together,
possibly arranging figures in sequences or roles.

Science

AJ demonstrated curiosity about living things by choosing to play with dinosaurs, showing an
early awareness of different species or creatures.
Engaging in pretend play about dinosaurs offers opportunities to explore concepts like animal
behavior, habitats, or movement patterns.
AJ's use of toy dinosaurs encourages observation and imaginative exploration of natural history
and paleontology.

Health & Physical Development

AJ made an autonomous choice to engage in a preferred play activity, supporting his self-help
and autonomy development (I. HEALTH & PHYSICAL C.EL.1).
Sitting and manipulating multiple dinosaur toys helps develop eye-hand coordination and fine
motor skills (I. HEALTH & PHYSICAL C.EL.2).
The interaction with peers in different play roles promotes social engagement and
communication, beneficial for emotional and physical wellness.

Tips

To deepen AJ's engagement and learning, encourage more complex dinosaur-themed activities such
as creating simple stories or scenarios that involve counting dinosaurs, comparing sizes, and
sequencing events. You could build a 'dinosaur habitat' sensory bin with natural materials to explore
habitat science hands-on. Incorporating movement games where AJ imitates dinosaur movements
can support physical development and coordination. Additionally, cooperative play with friends
labeling dinosaurs or assigning roles will foster social skills and language development.

Book Recommendations

Danny and the Dinosaur by Sid Hoff: A classic story about friendship and imaginative play with
a friendly dinosaur.
How Do Dinosaurs Play with Their Friends? by Jane Yolen & Mark Teague: This book addresses
social skills through behaviors of playful dinosaurs.
National Geographic Little Kids First Big Book of Dinosaurs by Catherine D. Hughes: An
informative yet age-appropriate introduction to different types of dinosaurs.

Learning Standards

I. HEALTH & PHYSICAL C.EL.1 Uses senses to take in, experience, integrate, and regulate
responses to the environment through tactile dinosaur play.
I. HEALTH & PHYSICAL C.EL.2 Exhibits eye-hand coordination, strength, control, and object
manipulation by handling dinosaur toys.
II. SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL B.EL.1 Develops positive self-esteem by choosing preferred
activities.
II. SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL C.EL.2 Engages in social interaction and plays with others by
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playing dinosaur games alongside Ella.
V. COGNITION & GENERAL KNOWLEDGE B.EL.1 Demonstrates an understanding of numbers
and counting during sorting or grouping dinosaurs.
V. COGNITION & GENERAL KNOWLEDGE B.EL.4 Uses the attributes of objects for comparison
and patterning when sorting dinosaurs.

Try This Next

Worksheet: Dinosaur Counting and Sorting – draw and count different dinosaurs, group by size
or color.
Drawing task: Create your own dinosaur and its habitat using crayons or paints.

Growth Beyond Academics

AJ’s decision to choose his own play activity and express preferences demonstrates growing
independence and self-awareness. His willingness to play alongside peers like Ella reflects budding
social interaction skills and cooperation, while navigating personal interests shows emerging self-
esteem and confidence.


