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Core Skills Analysis

Geography

Recognized and interpreted map symbols and keys, enhancing spatial awareness.
Learned basic map reading skills such as identifying directions (north, south, east, west).
Developed understanding of how maps represent real-world locations and distances.
Practiced following routes or paths on a map, building navigation skills.

Critical Thinking

Analyzed map features to draw conclusions about locations and geography.
Practiced decision-making by determining best routes or directions.
Enhanced problem-solving skills through interpreting map information to answer questions.
Improved attention to detail by distinguishing between different map elements.

Tips

To deepen the student's understanding of map reading, encourage hands-on experiences such as
creating their own simple maps of familiar places like their home or neighborhood. Use scavenger
hunts guided by maps to combine physical activity with spatial reasoning. Introduce concepts of
scale and distance by measuring how far locations are on a map compared to real life. Also,
integrate technology by exploring interactive maps online or using map apps to compare digital and
paper maps, fostering digital literacy alongside geographic skills.

Book Recommendations

Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney: A child-friendly introduction to understanding where they fit
within the world using maps.
Mapping Penny's World by Loreen Leedy: Engaging story that introduces map concepts and
encourages children to create their own maps.
Follow That Map!: A First Book of Mapping Skills by Scott Russel Sanders: An accessible guide
to basic mapping skills and understanding maps for young learners.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.7 - Use information gained from illustrations and words to
demonstrate understanding of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 - Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts.
NGSS 2-ESS2-2 - Develop a model to represent the shapes and kinds of land and bodies of
water in an area.

Try This Next

Create a simple map worksheet where the child draws their own bedroom or backyard with key
landmarks.
A quiz game with questions like 'Which direction is north?', 'What does this symbol mean?', or
'How do you get from point A to point B?' using a provided map.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered growing confidence as the child successfully interpreted map symbols
and directions, encouraging independence. It may also have sparked curiosity about the world
around them and helped reinforce focus through careful observation and problem-solving.
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