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Core Skills Analysis
Fine Motor Skills and Creativity

¢ The child developed fine motor coordination by manipulating small beads and bending wire to
create insect shapes.

¢ The activity encouraged hand-eye coordination required to thread beads onto wire accurately.

¢ By shaping wire into insect forms, the child enhanced spatial awareness and three-dimensional
thinking.

¢ Creative problem-solving was fostered as the child decided how to assemble beads and wire to
represent different insect parts.

Science and Nature Awareness

¢ The child was introduced to the basic idea of insects’ body parts (e.qg., legs, antennae) by
replicating these features with beads and wire.

e The activity promoted observational skills through interpreting insect shapes and attempting
to recreate them.

¢ It allowed the child to explore characteristics of living creatures in a tactile and artistic form,
fostering curiosity about nature.

¢ The use of different colors and sizes of beads can help a child differentiate between various
insect species visually.

Tips

To deepen understanding, parents or educators could encourage the child to explore insects in the
natural environment—perhaps on a nature walk to observe real insects, reinforcing the connection
between the craft and living creatures. Incorporating storytelling, such as inventing little adventures
for the wire insects, can expand language skills and imagination. Additionally, comparing insect body
parts to those of other animals or humans can introduce basic biological concepts in a simple way.
Finally, turning the activity into a group project can nurture social skills like sharing materials and
collaborative creativity.

Book Recommendations

e The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle: A classic picture book that introduces children to a spider’s
world through simple and colorful illustrations.

¢ Insectlopedia by Douglas Florian: A fun and poetic introduction to a variety of insects, perfect
for early learners interested in the diversity of bugs.

e What Makes a Butterfly by Roberta Edwards: An easy-to-understand book that explains the life
cycle of a butterfly, connecting well to insect-related crafts and curiosity.

Learning Standards

¢ Physical Development: Develop fine motor control and coordination (UK EYFS Physical
Development 40-60 months)

¢ Understanding the World: Explore nature and living things, describe features of animals (UK
EYFS Understanding the World 40-60 months)

e Expressive Arts and Design: Use a variety of materials for artistic expression and design (UK
EYFS Expressive Arts and Design 40-60 months)

Try This Next

¢ Create a matching worksheet where the child matches pictures of real insects to their wire-
and-bead insect creations.
¢ Design a simple quiz asking the child to identify insect body parts and explain how they
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represented each part using beads and wire.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely promoted concentration and patience, as threading beads and shaping wire
require sustained focus. The creative process may have boosted the child’s confidence and sense of

accomplishment. Handling delicate materials might also have encouraged carefulness and pride in
craftsmanship.
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