Discovering Time Zones: Learning About Airplane Travel and Time Changes / Subject Explorer / LearningCorner.co

Core Skills Analysis
Geography

¢ Learned about the concept of time zones and how they vary across different parts of the world.

¢ Understood that flying in an airplane involves crossing these time zones, affecting local time
upon landing.

¢ Recognized the relationship between Earth's rotation and the existence of multiple time zones.

¢ Gained foundational awareness of global geography by connecting flight paths to time
changes.

Mathematics/Time

¢ Practiced calculating time differences between departure and arrival locations in different time
zones.

¢ Enhanced understanding of how time shifts impact clock readings.

e Conceptualized elapsed time with an awareness of offset hours due to time zone boundaries.

e Applied simple addition or subtraction to convert times between zones, building numeracy
skills.

Tips

To deepen the child's understanding of time zones and geography, encourage them to create a
world map showing different time zones and mark cities where they might 'fly' to and from. Use
imaginative play with toy planes to simulate crossing time zones, asking questions like 'What time
will it be when we land?' Integrate stories about people traveling or living in different time zones to
personalize the concept. For mathematical growth, introduce simple exercises involving adding or
subtracting hours to find local times. Finally, explore the concept of day and night cycles by
observing sunrise and sunset times in various places via online resources or apps.

Book Recommendations

e Magic Tree House Fact Tracker #6: Space by Mary Pope Osborne: Explores time and space
concepts, including Earth's rotation, to help kids grasp time zones in an accessible way.

¢ What Time Is I1t? How Clocks Work by Lynda Jones: A friendly introduction to telling time and
understanding clocks, supporting the math skills needed for time zone calculations.

e Time Zones by Allan Fowler: Explains time zones with simple language and illustrations,
perfect for young learners curious about global time differences.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 - Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.C.7 - Tell and write time from analog and digital clocks to the
nearest five minutes, using a.m. and p.m.

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.C.8 - Solve word problems involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes,
nickels, and pennies, including simple time problems involving hours and minutes.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet where the child matches flight departure and arrival times with correct
local times in various time zones.

e Draw a comic story about a character flying across multiple time zones, showing different
clocks and how the character feels at different times.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered curiosity about the world and encouraged problem-solving by making
calculations and understanding new concepts. It also enhanced patience and attention to detail as
the child navigated the idea of changing times and places, which can be abstract and challenging.
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