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Core Skills Analysis

Music and Cultural Studies

Explored the concept of subcultures through the lens of music, understanding how distinct
musical styles can form unique community identities.
Identified various elements that define a musical subculture, such as fashion, language,
values, and social norms connected to the genre.
Analyzed how historical and social contexts influence the development of specific music
subcultures.
Recognized the role of music as a form of expression and communication within different
cultural groups.

Sociology

Learned how groups within society use music as a means to express distinct social identities
and shared experiences.
Explored the dynamics between mainstream culture and subcultures, including aspects of
acceptance and resistance.
Understood the impact of subcultures on broader societal trends and the interplay between
music and cultural change.
Evaluated how music subcultures can offer a sense of belonging and community for their
members.

Tips

To deepen the understanding of music subcultures, consider engaging in comparative research
projects exploring different music genres and their associated cultural movements. Encourage
watching documentaries or interviews of artists within these subcultures to contextualize their social
impact. Hosting a creative workshop where the student creates a multimedia presentation or a mini-
exhibit on a chosen subculture can help synthesize what they've learned in an expressive way.
Additionally, encourage reflective journaling about how subcultures influence identity and personal
expression, fostering critical thinking about diversity in society.

Book Recommendations

Subculture: The Meaning of Style by Dick Hebdige: A foundational text discussing how various
youth subcultures form around style and music, exploring themes of resistance and identity.
This Is Your Brain on Music: The Science of a Human Obsession by Daniel J. Levitin: Explores
the neuroscience behind music and its influence on emotion and culture, connecting scientific
insights to musical experiences.
Our Band Could Be Your Life: Scenes from the American Indie Underground 1981-1991 by
Michael Azerrad: Documents the rise of influential American indie music subcultures, detailing
the social and cultural dynamics behind these movements.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text (for documentary or
informational texts related to subcultures).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on
several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with
diverse partners on topics related to culture and society.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar topics to build
knowledge or compare the approaches to subcultures.
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Try This Next

Create a timeline worksheet tracing the evolution of a specific music subculture with key
events and figures.
Develop quiz questions about the characteristics, history, and cultural significance of various
music subcultures.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely nurtures curiosity about cultural diversity and encourages empathy by exploring
how music can foster belonging and personal identity. It may also support confidence in expressing
individual tastes and opinions, as well as patience and focus while learning complex social concepts.


