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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ The child learns about the natural environment and the specific habitat needs of a slug, such
as moisture, shelter, and food sources.

e They gain observational skills by monitoring how the slug interacts with its constructed habitat.

¢ The activity introduces concepts of living organisms and their dependence on ecosystem
components for survival.

¢ They begin to understand cause and effect through trial and error in creating a suitable
environment for the slug.

Environmental Studies

¢ The child develops an awareness of the importance of habitats in sustaining wildlife and
biodiversity.

e They explore how human intervention can create or alter habitats, fostering responsibility
towards living creatures.

¢ They learn about the uniqueness of each species and their adaptations to specific
environments.

¢ The activity encourages appreciation for small creatures often overlooked in nature.

Creative Thinking and Problem Solving

¢ The child applies creativity in selecting materials and designing the slug’s habitat.

e They engage in problem-solving by adjusting the habitat to meet the slug’s needs effectively.

¢ They develop planning skills by organizing steps to build a functional and safe environment.

¢ The activity enhances their ability to hypothesize and test ideas about what will best serve the
slug.

Tips

To deepen the child’s understanding, encourage them to research different types of slugs and their
specific habitat requirements. Take outdoor nature walks to observe slugs and other small creatures
in their natural settings, noting what makes those environments habitable. Extend the project by
creating habitats for other local insects or animals to compare their needs, fostering broader
ecological knowledge. Including a journal to record daily observations of the slug’s behavior can
enhance scientific inquiry and language skills, making the learning both experiential and reflective.

Book Recommendations

¢ Slug School by Nicola Davies: A fun and informative book that teaches children about slugs,
their life cycle, and habitats in an engaging way.

¢ National Geographic Readers: Slugs and Snails by Melissa Stewart: Offers detailed pictures and
facts about slugs and snails, suitable for young readers to explore mollusk habitats.

¢ Up Close: Slugs by Jackie Gaff: A close look at slugs, their biology, and habitats, encouraging
curiosity about these small creatures.

Learning Standards

¢ Science Understanding: Biological sciences - Living things have habitats (ACSSU211)

¢ Science Inquiry Skills: Planning and conducting investigations (ACSIS037)

¢ Critical and Creative Thinking: Generating and evaluating alternatives (ACTDEP026)

¢ Intercultural Understanding: Recognising the value and role of living things in the environment
(AC9SSEO011)
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Try This Next

¢ Create a step-by-step illustrated guide showing how to build an ideal slug habitat, including
labeling materials and functions.

¢ Design a simple experiment to test different habitat conditions (e.g., moisture levels) and
record which habitat the slug prefers.

e Writing prompt: Describe a day in the life of a slug living in the habitat you created.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity fosters patience and gentle care as the child attends to the needs of a living creature. It
also nurtures curiosity and responsibility, promoting a sense of empathy toward small animals.
Observing and adjusting the habitat encourages perseverance and critical thinking, supporting
overall confidence in problem-solving abilities.
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